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ORIGINAL ARTICLES. 
YELLOW FEVER, 





By James A. Carmicnak., M. D.; or New York. 

Of this frightful scourge, which so devastated the 
ee ene our land during the last summer, 
and wi , a8 I now write, is reappearing in 
Memphis, Tenn., and causing its tants to flee in 


terror from its thy I venture to suggest 
a few thoughts, with the hope that they serve 
in renewed effort on 


of death 
bey, “tr serene se meg $ nye ey 
prolif 7 sacs ensues “y 0 det te 
ic. germ wi and recreates, to tem- 
per and quench the solar heat in which it thrives‘and 
riots. May I ask your indulgence of some convenient 
eueve “tir Shunt waleahie journal, in order to inquire 
somewhat minutely into the history, nature, etc., of 
malady under consi 


* What is yellow fever? On to the history 
of the disease and the synonyms by which it is distin- 
and known, we find that it is denominated 
variously in different portions of the earth, thus: febris 
Paar sea yomet er ariplir berry edionad J 
na 3 J. tloxica ; Y 


jy Sicore 
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cholosis; pestilentia y ty- | th 
:f. ven f 
remov 
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be acknowledged to exist in this infinitesimally atten- 
uated atmosphere, then it is here that we must look 
for the foul exhalations that contaminate and destroy. 
I leave a more extended inquiry into this portion of 
our subject for the future, ae it involves the considera- 
tion of some of the theories and speculations which 
have already been presented for scientific investigation. 
A few words in relation to the differential tacts 
———- to different portions of the earth, and th 
we | to certain diseases and immunity from certain 


other dis , may, perhaps, throw some light on our 
subject. One of most remarkable peculiarities ta 
the of disease and its manifestations is, the mat- 


ter of its specific election for certain localities and its 
avoidance of others. This may be seen in a few ex- 
amples which may be given, thus: the chabalongo, or 
typhoid fever of Chili, which is described as a ‘‘ pecu- 
liar fever and exclusively endemic to Chili, and peas 
not communicable, is evidently a disease of ic 
o ;” the verruga, or wart fever of Peru; the deribert 
of Ceylon, which in the Singhalese language signifies 
‘‘preat weakness,” that being the s accompani - 
slenify of the disease, the — w — a “1 
“asheep.” the patient w g dow , an 
par doy the movements of a sheep; elephantiasis Ara- 
bum; cholera in India; the plague of the Orient; small- 
pox, China 1,200 years B. C., etc., eic. I might men- 
tion many other forms of disease, but these suffice to 
show the fact of local election. 

Again, as res the influences of climate, heat and 
moisture, and the interesting inquiry into the effects 
of earthquakes in developing disease. The potential 
influences of climate are too well known to need more 
than a mere passing reference. I uire only to cite 

e observable in the in on, growth and 
of tuberele, and the prolongation of life by 
to a more congenial clime, where, for a time 
at least, the work of the fell destroyer may be stayed. 
Particularly are climatic influences observable in those 
and disinfecting supartion @ ll kn 

whose are we own 
clearly established, a8 also the purifying principles of 
the hydroxyl of , or the antozone. As re- 
heat and moisture, I have adverted to 
prolific source of the dissemination of yellow fever 
by constant and unin heat; but another agent 
is also present in the form of moisture, whereby de- 
tion of animal and v matter is pro- 
moted and quickened, and um afforded to the 


From an in 
the Infectious Diseases,” 


brochure entitled ‘‘ Physics of 
by C. A. Logan, | gather 
respecti 
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mediately following it, I quote from a commuuication 
to the Chilian “ Frotomedicato” Edouard Séve. 
He says: ‘‘ Les tremblements de terre influent consid- 
erablement sur F’état sani du pays, ¢ 
violente est suivie d’un grand nombre de 
veuses, de fluxions de “poi , de grippes, étc., 
eonnais un cas de folie survenu a Valparaiso a la suite 
des violentes secousses du 7 Juillet, 1873.” . ‘‘Earth- 
uakes influence very considerably the sanitary condi- 
tion of the country; each violent shock is followed by 
@ great number of nervous affections, puleapnary, end 
nasal catarrhs, etc.; and 1 knew of a case of ity 
following the severe shocks of the 7th of July, 1873. 
Again, in relation to the immunity enjoyed by cer- 
tain regions of country from infectious diseases in con- 
coguensy of the frequency of earthquakes, I or: 
“Two propositions may here be announced. t, 
that throughout the wholly rainless districts of the Pa- 
cific coast of South America, and with the limitation 
previously mentioned, in those where the 
energy is most strongly and constantly dev the 
existence of a large number of the infectious diseases 
which devastate other parts of the world is unknown; 
and second, that in such portions of it alone as 
@ rainfall, or heavy mists (garuas), during a 
part of the year, are any of these diseases to be ob- 
served, and then, perhaps as a rule, after the winter 
earthquake season es id 
As respects this author's novel views of the causation 
of earthquakes, he “does not accept the generally ac- 
cepted theories of earthquakes, as resulting from ten- 
sion or vibration of the earth’s crust by reason of the 
gases generated by an internal molten condition of the 
globe;” “ but is directly caused by the actual transmis- 
sion of a certain form of energy from point to point, cov- 
ering the manifestation of the attendant phenomena.” 
This form of energy he believes to be identical with 
electricity, and calls it “ terrestrial lightning.” “The 
antecedent events of a pronoun earthquake are 
generally of a meteorological character, and closely 
connected with conditions of atmospheric electricity, 
80 much so that an earthquake may be predicted w 
in advance. 
at Riobamba in 1794, a prodigious number of oe 
stars were seen at Quito before the shock occurred, 
Humboldt tells us that on a certain night pomeoding a 
shock, the mountain Cayembe — surrounded 
with meteorites for an hour.” But for the lack of 
space, it would be most interesting’ and instructive to 
— this subject at greater len ; we must return, 
owever, to our legitimate inquiry into the nature, etc., 
of yellow fever, and, first, by means of a comparison 
with other diseases with which we are familiar, and 
which, though in some instances primarily imported, 
have now become part and parcel of the pathological 
history of the country, we are enabled to reach some 
definite conclusions respecting its habitudes, and the 
morbid phenomena by which it is distinguished. Let 
us first consider some of the 
tween the virus, if it may be so designated, which ma 
be es to — yellow fever, and that which 
engenders that class of diseases implanted in the system 
by contact or by hereditary transmission. Syphilis, 
for example, we know to manifest a certain series 
morbid phenomena, as also to invade certain portions 
of the body inflexibly, as the result of impure sexual 
contact, transmissable also to succeeding posterity. Of 
the nature of this peculiar virus, and its modus operandi 
in determining its particular effects, we are utterly 
orant; and yet we readily observe and recognize 
ese effects. la, another form of disease, ow 
ing itself after its own special order, and invading all 
to whom the hereditary taint may be im Who 
can tell what scrofula is, and why, by election, it should 
find its home in the glandular system ? The same may 
be said of the invasion of the pulmonary structure by 
tubercle, another instance of hereditary transmission. 


In the instance of the terrific earthquake 


points of difference be: | 


—_—_—_— 
of disease, now common 
Again, with that form ge ye | 


us. we are 


5 fe aes 


usin, enient term to excuse ignorance. 

of “eat however, can any — with 
‘ellow fever be traced, but we come now an Inguiry 
{nto the nature of certain other forms of disease, w 


may be said in many respects to a similitude to 
ow Bac P iam me ee a 





to that ——. 
ter and class of diseases to which a specific name 
|been given, viz., the toxemic diseases, or those in 
'which poisonous elements have been introduced into 
| the blood, and by ‘some energetic and mysterious 
| power which they , this source of life and health 
| isoned at its jountain, and instead of nourishing 
‘and vitalizing as before, it now becomes the 
t for the transmission, to every part of the body, 
‘of decay and death. Diphtheria, for example, so called 
|from the Greek word tet a_skin or membrane, 
| and which false pellicle enables us to distinguish the 
disease, is another of the so-called toxemic affections, 
| and the membrane is but the indication of the — 
that is es Oe tion, 
| mildewing an g every organ and fibre, and 
| antici the corruption of death ere the vital spark 
shall have fied. Do we know the nature of this 
agent, whence it comes, and whither it goes. e 
late and theorize without end, and the very mul- 
| tiplicity of our speculations but makes our ignorance 
‘the plainer. Puerperal fever, resulting in oan, 
| iceemia, embolism and a host of other ills dent 
‘to child-birth, are all familiar to us, but do we know 
| the cause? One will say malaria; another, the retention 
| of morbid matter in the blood during or succeeding the 
rocess of parturition, another, the presence the 
living animalcule bacteria floating in the blood. me | 
| here we approach for the first time in the discussion 
our subject, what may help us possibly, in the solution 
| of the difficult problem before us, viz., the Mous et origo 
mai in the production of yellow fever. Again, another 
| grim horror rises up before us, we call it hydrophobia, 
and its very signification, fear of water, because of its 
inspiring its vietim with a fear of nature's cooling and 
refreshing fiuid, tells too plainly of the venom that is 
holding its high carnival of death in the a 
portals of the body of the doomed sufferer. we 
know the nature of the virus that is doing this deadly 
work? We do not, and yet there is the same amount 
-of speculation, and in some instances old ideas and old 
theories are revamped, and with a little clever gilding 
are promulgated and proclaimed with an a 
authority as novel and original, and as the solution 
the great mystery. Another toxemia may be cited to 
which an affinity may be traced to the disease under 
| consideration, viz., the forms of typhoid and typhus, 
| though with many points of difference. In that form 
of the latter which has been called typhus siderans— 
from sido, I sink—and in which a fatal issue, attended 
with nervous symptoms of t violence; may super- 
vene on the third or fourth day after seizure, a resem- 
blance may be recognized in certain rae pene 
symptoms and in its = termination. Thus I might 
go on, citing disease disease, and by comparison 
with our subject matter endeavor to reach the end we 
desire, viz., the true cause of yellow fever. Let us 
turn, then, to its earnest contemplation, and a 
critically as 3! be this perplexing and inscrutab _ 
mystery. And here we are bro t on face with 
prevailing opinion of its cause in vaguely-ex pressed 
germ theory. 

What is the germ theory? Te recat eapuaat 
gerere, to produce—is variously interpreted by different 
authorities, but all having ror’ evra to its prolific and 
repeating capacities and powers. To illustrate this 
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the primeval records of departed ages that glow again 
in & renewed life through the archeo y~* 
research of Schliemann and 


and 
, indeed, the 
the mosaic 


y 
, Cee bapay ilagy pun ye dyernet pe fl 
xciting | inquiry that so much concerns us now, in view of “ the 
that walketh in darkness?” In the infini- 
the imal and countless host that people the air, and in 
poisons. Of these | the inscrutable powers with which we have seen them 
tains vast quantities, | to be endowed, we reach the reason for the popular 
ir nature, their mode of origin, | belief in the germ theory, and its creating and propa- 
of their development. In the same way | gating powers, and the destructive and desolat 
there is reason to think particles of li matter, | me resulting therefrom. 
capable of giving rise to the most serious fatal dis-| I here make copious extracts from an interesti 
eases of which man is the subject, are carried to an paper furnished to me by Z. F. Smith, a most intel- 
organism which is in a state favorable for their aig igent gentleman living in one of the Southern States; 
tion and germination.” Also Tyndall: ‘‘ There exist it embodies the general idea and opinion concern- 
the atmosphere particles of matter which elude the |ing the subject of this paper. In speaking of the 
microscope and the scales, which do not disturb its | phenomena, causes, etc., of yellow fever, he says; “ The 
clearness, and yet are present in it in so immense a | general conclusion is, that yellow fever cannot origi- 
multitude that the Hebrew h le of the number | nate, even during the summer season, in the United 
of grins of sand on the seashore becomes compara- | States, but it is so purely of tropical origin, that it must 
tively unmeaning.” Indeed, the simplest processes of | be imported each season of its return, But the recent 
fermentation show under the microscope outbreak at Memphis, and other exceptional appear- 
myriads of bacteria, o mildew stapds high in| ances at former times, would seem to indicate that its 
the scale of organ and innumerable other forms | germinal poison may be preserved under certain con- 
of ph fant yusie-yeu life, viz., germs and sporules of| ditions of protection from the Gestroy ing effects of 
mo’ various fungi, vibriones, monads, schizomy- | cold in winter, and from the neutralizing effects of dis- 
cetes—so-called because of their reproduction by fission infectants, Indeed, it is now a most vital and interest- 
~—-the contagious and infectious bioplasm of Beale, in- | ing question, whether we shall ever again have the 
fectious molecule, etc., all make manifest to us the fact | assurance that the winter frosts or other destroying 
that the air which we breathe, and in which ‘‘ we live ogenies shall totally eradicate the elements or germs 
and move and have our being,” abounds in infinitessi- | of the disease from our country, and enable us to quar- 
mal animal and vegetable life, and that we illustrate | antine, with certainty of exemption, against foreign im- 
momentarily ‘‘ad indlts ad finem,” the truth of the words | portation. From all that has been written and said on 
of wisdom that fell from the lips of the ancient philos- the subject, the germ theory appears the most plaus- 
opher, when he declared that “ Life isa constant struggle | ible.” After si g of the effects of heat and mois- 
t death ;” indeed, we have only tocontemplate the | ture in producing a suitable atmosphere for maintain- 
lest processes which are continually at work in | ing the life of the germ, and promoting its pro - 
the wide realm of nature, as well as in our own bodies, tion, he continues: ‘‘An impure atmosphere may 
to see that reparation and decay make up the great | produced in any given locality by the combinations of 
business of life. What, then, do these results of scien- | beat and moisture and decomposing matter, and none 
tific research and these revelations of the microscope | of these endemics or epidemics break out, if the mias- 
permit us to know? The expression used by the poet, | matic germs or animalcules are not brought within the « 
* The sun b maggots in a dead dog,” contains | atmosphere to propagate and Ky miasmetic poison. 
an epitome of much of the knowl given to us by If our winter frosts should kill all the germs after a 
scientific exploration ; the animated springing from | season of cholera or yellow fever, neither could again 
corruption and decay, but reveals the fact of .-arasitic | break out, unless the germs were introduced from a 
life ‘universal and unending, The reanimated pone foreign country. Even if the exotic germs were im- 
of the chrysalis that shimmer in the light and £ den | ported, no disease could be epidemic, unless the germs 
the view, are born in aear, and the dulland ineffectual were brought into an impure or propagating atmos- 
grub has passed into nothingness and death, in order | phere,” etc., etc. 
that life and beauty may live and glorify nature and| From the same intelligent source I have been favored 
nature’s God. How beautifully does Beale describe | with the peculiar phenomena of another form of disease 
this life in death in his c work upon “ Bio- | from this under discussion, but evidently of kindred 
lasm,” He says: “All bioplasm must die. By its nature, because of its being of germ origin. 
eath marvelous things are produced, and wonderful| .“.The season of 1854 was one of great drought, the 
acts are_ performed, Every form in nature, leaves, severest and most protracted in the Ohio valley known 
flowers, trees, shells; every tissue, hair, skin, bone, for half a century; I was then nenng in Henry Conaly 
nerve, muscle, results from the death of bioplasm. | Kentucky. . Situated one hund and fifty. y 
Every work performed by man, every thought expressed | northeast of my residence, and one hundred yards from 
by hit, is a consequence of bioplasm from the | the servants’ houses, in line with both, was a pond of 
of life; ceasing, in fact, to be jasm, and be-| water covering half an acre of ground. From the ad- 
coming non-living matter with totally different proper. aye pay wes and fields the washings for thirty years 
ties,” etc. The unfoldings.of seience are producing left a deposit of earth filled with vegetable matter, 
daily and hourly a mighty revolution in the minds of | two feet deep upon the exposed bottom ; there was some 
men; the interpretations of the marvelous cell and its | animal matter also, from the very small fish which per- 
wondrous and almost omnipotent by Schleiden, | ished with the drying up of the water. About the first 
Schwann, Haeckel, Virchow, Hi , Beale and a host | of tember I began the work of cleaning ont the ac- 
of others; the pigs ele of thought that by | cumulated deposit, and carted it to an adjacent field, 
geologic research haye and are Ps sales | where it was dumped for manure. The work was not 
the hitherto silent and secret receases of the earth; | moré than half finished before a disease broke out in 
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the servants’ — which my family physician, a| 
tleman of high attainments and ty in his pro- 

ession, called ‘typhoid flux.’ Six of the servants 
‘were attacked with the disease, which developed in a 
very malignant form. Three died. In the earlier 
stages of the appearance, my wife, with our first-born 
— went — pptted cede: Mang a 

er parents’ an j county. ec ; 
then eleven odes old, was attacked Jin the same 
disease, and died in ten da 
and one other of the family who nursed the sick child, 
besides six of the servants of the family, were taken 
down in afew days with the same disease, and the 
mother and three of the servants died. Living one mile 
northeast from my residence was a neighbo famil 
named Holland. Our summer and early autumn w 
blow almost continuously from the southwest and 
pe: | toward Holland’s house. In one or two weeks 
after the appearance of the ‘ typhoid flux’ in my own 
family, the same attacked several members of my 
neighbor's family, and two of his children died with it. | 
There was no further appearance of the disease. The | 
physician gave it as his decided opinion that the disease | 
originated from the excavation and exposure over a| 
large surface of ground of the deposit of earth and | 
vegetable and other decaying matter with which it had 
been fully charged by the accumulations of thirty years, 
and which had been held imprisoned by- the overlying 
water of the d until that season,” etc.. etc. 

And now the question arises: If death comes through 
the air we breathe, and if death be, as we all know it 
to be, n and multifarious in its forms, phenomena 
and effects, then may we not believe that the agencies | 
of death, inhabiting the medium in which we lve, are 
not only as multifarious in their character and powers 
of destruction as the various forms of death which 
they produce, and is it unreasonable, rash, unnatural | 
or unscientific to declare that for every form of death | 
which can possibly be traced to germ source, a true | 
infectio vica is the inexorable product of a specific germ, | 

ucing of its kind and no other, in all of an | 
fectious nature, while a contagium vioum is equally | 
the product of the specific germ that can beget of its | 
kind, viz., the contagious form and no other. If, then, | 
yellow fever be produced by the absorption by the body | 
of elements inhabiting the air, and denominated germs, | 
and a reasonable a that there are certain 
germs that can generate an infectio viva specifica, which | 
eshall exhibit the peculiar sdemamens ca am we call) 
yellow fever, and which can produce no other form of | 
disease, then may we be cheered by the hope that a| 
step has been made in our anxious search for the causa | 
i. Of the transportability of yellow fever by fomites, | 
and of the necessity for fumigation, disinfection and 
destruction of articles of clothing, ete., that may con- | 
tain the deadly , and from which it may escape | 
and poison the air into which it may be liberated, and | 
also of the obligation of strict quarantining inst im- | 
ae so self-evident a necessity needs S Gccadon 
ere. The streets of Memphis are paved with what is | 
called the Nicholson pavement, which is of so destruc- | 
tible a nature, and the effluvia from which is in many | 
places so offensive, that it might be regarded as an ex- 
tensive fomes from which disease may be irradiated | 
and disseminated through the surrounding atmosphere. | 
Another peculiarity was observed during the epidemic 
Jast summer at New Orleans. It was noticed that the 
disease attacked certain portions of the city which 
were remarkable for cleanliness, passing over in its 
eourse other portions which abounded in all manner 
of uncleanness. 

ww | not this be accounted for by what might be 

called a substitution or displacement, by which the 
germs laden with the virus of the yellow death were 
substituted, displaced, or aps neutralized by the 
noxious effluvia from the depots of filth, etc. . 
it is reported that last year in Memphis, during the 











. My wife’s mother. sister, | certain 


jeight of the epidemic, a yellowish hue was pon 
whi Sealer odor showing 


in the air, 


gation. They are: 1st, the effort to establish the yea 
or similarity of the specific of yellow fever, 

pin’ Ba poleeoe, wit. whaek effects we are 
familiar; ard, 2d, to show that this idea is largely sus- 
tained by the result of the observations of the “‘ 
opathic Yellow Fever Commission” ordered by the 
American Institute of Hom@opathy, and who embodied 
their observations of the disease in New Orleans. From 
this report, I propose to extract at length. 

As the unity or similarity (vad ae 0 
yellow fever verm and certain an‘mal poisons. us 
take first, for example, that animal virus of which we 
know the least, and whose effects are most dissimilar 
to - en presented by yellow fever, and 
gradually work our way to those which bear a 
close resemblance by their effects to the disease in 

uestion—Rabies Canina, or hydrophobia. This fearful 
isease, as we know, is the result of the introduction 
into the body of a virus generated in some unknown 
manner in animals of a certain class, to the production 
or secretion of which they seem more prone during the 
prevalence of long continued heat. the nature of 
this virus, science fails to give us any adequate idea, 
the researches of ra pam vat to interpret it qr 
torily, and though the ions accruing to post- 
prin: Om cxeisiondons Mey agp learned and ever so 
exhaustive, the mystery still remains silent and un- 
known, Of the 
we are cognizant 
tion. We mark the p 
happy victim, the furtive, ferrety look, the oppression 
of the mind by the constant apprehension of the coming 
horror. Soon the physical phenomena begin to show 
themselves, the favduentety of the throat at 
sight of water, only to be con and 
by some mysterious irritation 
yngeal, laryngeal and cesop 


the nerve currents supplying 


feels the influence. 


explained 
ee eee ee 
exuses, through 
: , the glottis 


the inyolun spasm to 
which it is subjected, the vocal ends bead 


resent, strangely enouvh, the barking sound of the 
animal from which the disease has proceeded. 
Then comes ow proto of high Bye cord the 
deadly virus, an spasms and con- 
veidlons, the sufferer is detiversl over to anguish and 
death. Here, then, is an animal poison showing its 
power along the nervous tracts of the body, and totally 
unlike that by which yellow fever is characterized. 
Glanders. In this we rom any eon d the 
body by the glandrous poison iv e horse, 
for Be: Are and death may —— with the pecu- 
liar phenomena observable in disease, also in the 
poisoning of curriers from hand the skins of dead 
animals. We may note, too, the effects of the absorp- 
tion of poisonous elements from the human body, 
wounds received in dissecting. So I might enumerate 
other diseases resulting from animal poisons, but which 
differ entirely from the aye that erates yellow 
fever. But there is ac of poisons whose 
effects are in marked affinity with what we see in yellow 
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aan of cursed regen ae cial, 
n porches m ear, pour 

The leperous distiiment, whose effect 
Holds such an enmity with blood of man 


i my secure hour, thy uncle stole 
With juice ye 


with a sudden , It doth posset 
And curd, like eager dropptigs Into milk, 
e 69 


The thin and wholesom 
What are the manifestations in yellow fever from 
which we may suspect an affinity 
deadly in their nature? Does the disease pursue 
sod a 


the h 
peor mn prayed etc? Does it not resemble in the 
bgp A its course that other fatal scourge of man- 
kind, cholera, and yet essentially differ from it in the 
effects produced by the toxemia which occasions each, 
viz, that whereas in cholera the blood is rapidly 
deprived of its serum, as seen in the fatal rice-water 
discharges in yellow fever, the virus exnends its force 
upon the red globules of the blood, w the vital 
fluid becomes diffiluent and ble,and ually 
fatal vomito prieto, or black vomit, ushers in the closing 
coun et Saree life, The virus of the > 
equal enmity with the blood of man,” ag,seen in the 
rapid dissolution and the mottled skin that tells of the 
toxemia. May we not, then, venture to believe that 
the germ which contaminates in yellow fever is akin 
to the venom of the reptile, and therefore animal in its 
nature? . 
And now, 


lastly, T desire to present certain extracts 


sion : 
“Causes and Prevention of Yellow Fever,” in which 
the known facts of locality, heat and moisture, preva- 
lence of certain winds, calm weather, unbroken by 
thunder-storms, decay of vegetable and animal matter, 
dnefficient drainage, deficiency of ozone in the atmos- 
phere, etc., etc., were enumcrated, there followed in- 
teresting statistical details of the comparison of the 
mortality in allopathic and homeopathic practice. 
Want of space prevents the recital here of these details 
in fall, but I record with great gratification the sum- 
ming up, which I give in the words of the report: 
‘‘From all these approximations, because there are so 
many sources of error that we can only call them ap- 
peudiesitioea, we may safely infer that during the last 
epidemic, in hospital and in private practice, in great 
ties and in small towns, among whites and blacks, 


adults and children, the homeopathic system | 


has been eminently successful, s ng the faith 
of its friends, commanding respect of its enemies, and 
extending its salutary influence in all directions.” 
Again: “ Notwithstanding the possible fallacies of the 
numerical method, and the possible errors of medical 
reports, and although some allopathic physicians may 
have made exceptionally excellent records, and some 
homeopathic physicians exceptionally r records, 
’ still, surveying the matter on a large in different 
places and at different times, the work of many phy- 
sicians and the treatment of thousands of cases, we are 
compelled to believe that the homeopathic method is 
uniformly more successful than the method of the old 
school.” Lastly, in relation to the treatment of the 
disease, the goes on to contrast the remedies 
‘allopathic | ee viz., blood- , leec 
po A Neg OW 
rm) muth, creosote, turpen 
carbolic acid, ether, carb, , iron, 


’| to take on the process of fi 


. pomorerd myer le. 





— =a 
tention of the reader to the use of the crotalus, or rat- 
tlesnake poison, for-which was claimed by the commis- 
sion such eminent success after black vomit had de- 
clared itself. If. then, the virus of the reptile, when 
administered in this most us symptom of yel- 
low fever, be capable of arresting and controlling it, 
we believe it to be because of its homeopathicity to 
that condition. If, too, it be homeopathic to that 
condition, does it not go far toward establishing an 
unity or identity between the nature of the poison it- 
self and that of the Fey which begets and develops 
yellow fever? In o words, does it not permit it 
to be considered of an animal nature? With the hope 
that this interpretation of the causa mali may be enter- 
tained at all, the object of this paper will have been 
accomplished. 





HOMCIOPATHY VS. MATERIALISM. 


By E. N. E., Bavtrwore, Mp. 


That much vexed and most vexing question, ‘‘po- 
,” how long is it to be vainly discussed? Are not 
some of the productions upon this subject almost 
en to make a pious man require a dose of Anacar- 
dium? But then the question would very naturally 
arise: Anac. high or low? But nonsense aside. What 
does our master, , teach? His guiding 
principle in the practice of medicine was to treat dis- 
ease with the smallest dose of the crude drug that 
would cure, without producing its toxic effects. 

This is sufficient explanation why attenuation was 
first initiated. In the bevinning of bis career of the 
practice of medicine, under the law of similars, Hal ne- 
mann used crude drugs; but the amount of dose was 
reduced as its efficiency continued to be proved, until 
he had reached a point where common sense told him 
substance could no | exist. 

He could not ignore the action of attenuated drugs, 
he could not deny the evidence of his senses. What 
was the result? hen Hahnemann reached this point, 
he began to theorize in the abstract; he had no actual 
facts, no tangible existinz data from or upon which to 
found an explanation of potentized drug action. 

Hahnemann’s mind was tov active to let the subject 
rest without at least a hypothetical explanation. He 
was prone to theorize; it was upon theory that the 
now established law of similars was first founded, or, 
more proj erly, it was through theory that the law was 
disemered. As a natural consequence his master mind 
evolved a number of theories; some, minor ints, 
side issues, not bearing directly upon the great law of 
cure. Knowing that drugs would cure diseases in 
minute doses, and in doses that were actual y immate- 
rial, infinitessimal, Hahnemann, after days and nights 
of close mental application, announced to the world 
his dynamization theory. After all that has been 
written against this theory, we are just as far from 
having its truth disproved as at the morning of its birth. 

In the North American Journal of et oe, for 
Feb., 1879, is an article by Martin Deschere, M.D., in 
which the action of potentized d is explained as 
the result of certain electrical conditions, both in the 
tissue-cells of the human body and in the potentized 
drug. Cell growth by fission is the result of inherent 

etic cell-force. e cell nucleus is a magnet All 
nuclei elongate and be come dle-shaped when about 
ee 7 Bn two ie gy 
are of te polarity: tive and nezative. The 
pomastty' Prine call is ected, the electrical equilibriam 
disturbed, and disease is the result. The negative 
nucleus attracts itive material; it is the re- 
e positive nucleus-pole attracts 
negative ; it is the secreting and excreting cell- 


*N. A. J, H., Peb., 1879, page 325. 
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pole. Now disturb the nicely-balanced equilibrium 
and we have the first condition of disease. 

Of potencies he says: “ tency of a is not 
the drug itself, but the medium by whose vibrating 
particles the drug molecules my, prose their specific 
properties on the o m.” ven the above -men- 


tioned conditions, is it not easy to see why attenuated 
drugs should modify tissue and cell life? This does 
not destroy the dynamization theory, but simply gives 
it a firmer basis. 

A force is now of which we have at least 
a little knowledge: an electrical force. 

It is maintained by materialists that when a drug 
has reached a potency beyond which none of the crude 
drug can in any way be discovered, either chemicall 
or microscopically, the solution or trituration is noth- 

*ing, or contains nothing but the menstrum used for 
attenuating. They cannot rid themselves of material- 
ism; with them it pervades everything. Such men 
should entirely discard the law of similars, actually, as 
they do virtually. Why should we spend our time in 
refuting that which we never claimed? Even Hahne- 
mann says there must be a point beyond which divis- 
ibility of matter ceases, It is beyond this poe that 
this newly developed electrical condition exists. 

A new electrical force is developed —a polarity oppo- 
site that existing in the drug; therefore, the action of a 


potency must solely dynamic and to 
action. Hahnemann’s mistake was in supposing that 
this force was a developed immaterial, spiritual essence. 


If the secrets of electricity had been probed in his day 
as they have been in ours, I do not doubt that his spir- 
itual essence would have been acknowl as the 
electrical force of to-day. Since the first faint whisper 
of homeopathy less than a century has passed: is it 
still breathed in a whisper? Are men now afraid of 
persecution if they announce their belief in the law of 
similars? The old school has done its best to crush 
out homeopathy, and is still trying. Has it succeeded? 

Is it succeeding ? Have we not enough to fight, with- 
out finding in our own ranks dissension and doubt ? | 
Homeeopathy has progressed, and cures have univers- | 
ally been made; but in the meantime science is ve 
gressing: the microscope is nearing ection. ry | 
naturally it is brought to bear upon homeopathy. 

What is the result? We—homeopathists—are told 
that we are professional frauds; that nothing above the | 
5th or 6th potency will cure. Why? Because above | 
this no trace of the crude drug can be found. We are | 
told that alJ our cases reported as cured by the 30th— | 
in which are included intermittent fever, dysentery, | 
children’s diseases, etc.—-are errors of our imagination; 
flaws in our judgment; or the disease was simply the 
effect of the patient’s imagination, and needed but the | 
moral effect producible by the influence of a healthy | 
mind to cure it. This they maintain regardless of the | 
fact that our ranks contain men of acknowledged abil- 
ity in diagnosis; men whose opinion was valued by the 
old school before their conversion to homeopathy. 
We are told that, upon microscopical examination, 
Professor X. finds in all our potencies above the 7th or 
8th, no trace of drug; nothing but water. And some 
of the sceptics even attempt the unn task of 
computing the number of miles the diameter of a globe 
must be to contain one grain of crude matter in a mod- 
erately high potency, lieving, as we do, in the de- 
veleges electrical dynamization, is not such a proced- 
ure ludicrous in the extreme ? 

Even though our theory were incorrect, through 
what instrumentality have they discovered the furthest 
limit of divisibility of matter? 

Do these sceptics, because there is a limit to the 

wer of the telescope, deny the existence of stellar 
bodies still further on in the great Beyond, the infini- 
tude of space? On the other hand, is it not probable 
that far beyond the power of the microscope still exist 
beings and substances, that in the present stage of 


| 








drug | ing to certain fixed laws, 





progress we have no power to discover? That thread- 
re example, the problem of the grain of musk, has 
never yet received a solution: 

Among the recent inventions in electrical awparatus 
is an instrument by which the gustatory nerve may be 
tickled. Place a Vey dk fd soup in a restaurant in 
New York, and the e enter In his dining-room 
in Philadelphia; connect the soup the medium 
of the telegraph wire, with the mouth of the experi- 
menter, the gustatory instrument attached, and what 
is the effect? The experimenter tastes the as 
plainly as if he were actually partaking of it; but we 

not for an instant suppose the soup is transmitted 
in any way. It is simply an electrical action. Can 
these same materialists | this? The gustatory 
nerve is electrically irri but why should the taste 
of the soup be | .roduced? explopation can thes 

phenomenon? Examine the end of the 

| wire, ye materialists, attach a suction pump, apply 
your chemical tests, put the wire under your 
scope, and what is your verdict, guilty or not guilty, 
sub-tance or no substance? Can you in any way ex- 
| plain it? You know it is a demonstrated fact, but you 
| cannot give a reason for it; therefore you cannot con- 
| sistently accept it. 
| Materialism must. needs have a reason for every re- 
| sult discover@d: a solution for every problem, accord- 
Materialism has no faith. 
| If certain conditions, facts, exist, and no explanation 
| of their existence can be given, materialism can con- 
|sistently accept no explanation by any theory or 
| hypothesis, however pens therefore materialism 
retards all progress. Materialism attempts explanation 
of abstruce, profound, and often mysterious questions; 
| the result is failure and consistently scepticis n, There 
are certain ; roblems materialists must accept, without 
explanation. 

an they tell what life is? Can they go down into 
the law of causes in nature, and tell us why, under the 
same physical conditions, two flowers on one parent 
stalk may differ in color? Why should be green? 
Does it seem improbable to them that the blue of the sk 
is an actual substance, and if concentrated would fil 
less than a pint ons It must be incalculably attenu- 
ated. Tell us, ye believers in crude materialism, ye 
who have discovered the limit of divisibility of matter, 
how many miles in diameter must a spherical body of 
atmosphere be to render this pint of concentrated 
matter invisible? We have authority for this now ac- 
knowledged fact; astronomical investigation proves it. 

Because we can find no link between the soul and 
body, do they doubt the existence of a soul? Because 
no one comes back to tell them of a world ond the 
grave, and because God has said of the awakening of 
the soul after the death of the body, ‘‘thus far t 
thou go and no further,” do they deny the existence of 
a more pasa higher, spiritual life of the soul, where 
material cannot have part. Does the fact of invisibility 
disprove the fact of existence? 

do not wish to create the impression that I am ’ 
advocating the use of high to the exclusion of low 
potencies, There are cases where we may with ad- 
vantage resort to the lowest potencies, and even in 
some cases to crude dru 

But I do want it understood that I am a firm be- 
liever in the efficacy of high tencies, for I have seen 
them act in cases where 4 leper petincien roduced 
no effect. What am I to suppose when I see cases of 
chills get well immediately upon the administration 
of the 30th? Any one who has had genuine malarial 
intermittent fever knows the ion does not 
Find still T am told the value of my experience is nd. 

t little 


offer for 





sithilar experience, our combined statement of such 
fact demands consideration and belief from even the 
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coos convalescents, and sometimes it has been a 
It is vain to attempt by the microscope, by chemist- Results of general experience. In: the abstract I 


, or by any other ins’ , to to the view | milk as a great boon, but I have no 
Rode y sastoriaine theo est and sublimist th in the manufacturers. When condensed at a low 
| 











most sceptical materialist, even though he must plead 
guilt in the tharse Of bs 





beauty of our law of similars. h a thing is far be- | temperature, it is delicious ; the flavor astonishing] 
yond his mental ken. Showing such truths is sxves and even improves on that of the original arti- 
pases caging Bik are capable only of This will not be surprising if one can only see 
eating husks, Our brave little giant, Dr. 8, A. | and smell the condensed vapor abstracted during the 
Jonés, remarks: “not the microscope [Preparation of the article. This has the intensified 
| odor of cow-stables, and is vile. You can hardly be- 


nor 
scope, but the human body alone, in heal 
eve it could ever have been in the milk. 


and 
ease, can determine the pe fay rev Can . 
mine the potency ques not those Milk condensed at a low temperature mixes perfect- 
know and appreciate the full truth of ly with water. That which we ordinarily ob does 
but for those crude materialists who will attempt to | not mix with water, but gives a fluid full of minute, 
climb to a level with those who have already reached | insoluble flocculi, the coagulated albumen, etc. 
a plane untainted by the beliefs.of unalloyed material-| The public judges of the strength of the condensed 
ism. ‘This is the only way in which they can obtain | milk by its thickness. A hieher temperature renders 
sacl of the price 4 of I cannot | the operation of condensing it less expensive and at the 
ter express myself than by quoting from the Organ- same time gives a denser fluid, and one which conse- 
on the words of our great master: “It is of little im-| quently is ee to contain a larger quantity of 
rt whether the attenuation goes so far as to ap | cow’s milk. , when the demand is greater or the 
possible to ordinary physicians, whose minds feed on supply of cow’s milk less, the manufacturer condenses 
no other ideas but what are gross and material, All | his railk at a higher temperature, and satisfies his cus- 
their ents and vain assertions will be of little | tomers generally just as well, although he furnishes in 
pe when opposed to the dictates of unerring expe- | this way a less aay ee artic ri Lg je milk 
ence.” than he pretends to each quart o condensed 
Apply peal aco of homeopathy and the potency | milk. P 
question will solve itself. | I believe that much of the lack of success in the use 
by physicians of condensed milk is due to this method 
oF cheating; and have no reason to believe any of the 
CONDENSED MILK—SOME SUGGESTIONS | manufacturers free from its practice. 


| For this reason, while believing that condensed milk 
. CO. GUBRNSEY’S ; ; 
IN ANSWER TO DR J.C | ought to be fully as good as any milk which can be 


iJ 











INTERROGATORIES. | furnished to inhabitants of.cities and much better than 
| most of what is furnished, I entirely distrust the articles 
By Cnas. A. Bacon, M.D., New Yorx. _ which we do obtain. 

I have had experience with condensed milk, and | ye Bvt 
have some very positive ,ideas it. Your, Oxa.are or Cerrum.—This drug is strongly recom 
questions I will answer first, and then e a few gen- mended by Dr. Morje in the second or spasm stage 
eral remarks. rq j of pertussis. He gives it in a single dose before —s 
g my use of condensed milk in my house-  fggt. The amount is from a half to three grains, ac- 


1, 
hold and in my practice: we use it constantly in our | cording to age. 
coffee, for ho Py gee wee it - erior to | heartening 
gre roe ae ane to boiled milk. It is an excel- | Removat or Moxes.—The acid nitrate of merc 
* s | le ury 
ent for cow’s milk whenever that can- | is recommended as effectual for the removal of moles. 
not be obtained and pure and good. I have used 


It should be applied with a splinter of wood in small 
it both here and in Europe, and find that, like other | Guanti for a few seconds, carefully avoiding the 


: t 
articles of food, it agrees with some, disagrees with | sound okin. There is no pain of consequence, and the 


pony ee naan alone can be relied on for its mole shrivels away and drops off in a few days. 


“e F | 
cae in as” wink Lean get in thaconde |, MMBC Stern The Brit Medal Journal say 
tion, I prefer it simply and with nothing | ‘D#* it has egotiet to the American Metric Bureau for 
ad ded. Any other sugar than milk sugar should, in| an explanation of the metric system, whereupon the 
my opinion, never be added to milk which is to be| Medical Journal gets off the following: 
used for infants or invalids. The sugar found in the| ‘Said Dr. John Bull, of Great Britain, 
cans is generally only the milk sugar crystallized out With the French metric system h’I’m smitten; 








as the result of condensation. To the Yankees h’I’ll go, 

8..The use of condensed milk for infants. Its effect For to find h’out, y’ know, 
on infants in my experience is very peculiar. With ’ow the same by the Frenchmen is written.” 
some it better than cow’s milk au naturel; with 


others it not agree so well. With some it always; In some parts of Germany physicians are not per- 
induces colic or constipation. Much d ds, how- | mitted to dispense medicines when there is an apothe- 
ever, on the age and peculiarities of the and also to do it for them. In Regensburg, three homeo- 
on the extent of the condensation of the milk. Where physicians were practicing, when an apotheca 
a half pint really represents a quart of common cow’s | came among them and notified them to send him the 
milk, I order three parts of water to be mixed with one | prescriptions. Two of them refused to obey, and were 
of condensed milk, and then dilute this as I would brought before the court and fined $5. The case was 
common cow's milk. My experience leads me to feed carried to a higher court, and the medicines (pellets) 
infants very dilute milk. sent to the University of Erlangen for chemical analy- 
4. Its “use as a dietetic for adults” in certain dis-| sis. The chemists reported that the pellets were e 
eases. I have not used of pure sugar and did not contain any medicine, where- 
reference to the disease. I have found it, w well e reversed the decision of the lower 


. 
4 
3 
E 
: 
i 





upon the 
borne by the stomach, a very nutricious article of food. ware there was no law piyuciens 
ey c . 


Have found it a pleasant substitute for butter on the sugar plums as freely as 
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THE ACTION OF PITURI ON MAN. 
By Sioney Roxoer, M_D. | 


Professor of Medicine at University College, London, Eng. | 


This interesting drug is derived from duboisia hop | 
woodii, and belongs to the order solanacea, but differs | 
steamy, SPP, the other medicinal plants derived from | 
this ly. With Dr. Bancroft and Mr Murrill, I | 
rn a yk gh Ry Cad 
ness, e pup, uces wi 
twitchings of the muscles, hurried , and an- 
tagonizes the action of muscarin and € on the 
heart, in these particulars corresponding with atropia 
and duboisia; but pituria differs strikingly from these 
in preteens copious salivation. 

. Percy Gabb and I have recently made some 
additional observations regarding its action on man. 
Mr. Gerrard obtained the pituri with which our ob- 
servations were made from Mr. Macalister, through 
Mr. E. A. Clare, of the Queensland section of the Paris 
Exhibition. It was wn in the botanic at 
Brisbane by Mr. Hill, for whom it was exhibited Mr. 
Gerrard extracted the alkaloid and prepared the 





nitrate. 

Our observations were made on four men, re- | 
spective seventeen, twenty, twenty-three, and forty- 
eight. e found that one-eighth to one-tenth of a 
grain given hypodermically produced in, these cases 
with well-marked symptoms, and in all the observa- 
tions from which we now draw our conclusions this 
dose was administered. We made twelve observations. | 
We find that pituri Dap ye faintness, pallor, giddi- | 
ness, tremor, hurried and superficial breathing, in- | 

frequency of pulse, and contraction of the | 
pupils and perspiration. We shall now speak of each | 
symptom separately. 

Faintness and pallor were noted four times, and on | 
one occasion the men became — but did not feel | 
faint; the faintness was only slight, except once, when 
he said he felt as if he would “‘ faint away.” 

i was several times very marked. It oc- 
curred six times in our twelve observations. 

Tremor affected the whole body, and was rather | 
rythmic in character; the head shook a little, and the 
hand and arm, especially when the arm was raised. 
The muscles also twitched a good deal, even the 
muscles of the face. This symptom occurred four 
times. 

Respiration —Breathing was quickened in five cases, 
namely, by 6, 6, 12, 14, 24, 24, and 44 beats per minute 
respectively. 

upils.—In every instance the pupil became slightly 
but decidedly contracted a very few minutes after the 


then, 


This solanaceous find, 
ial aes ter, bared 
tion; in large satiation, drowsis, : 

1 ad by 


, increased 
twitchings, 


iu 
of 
i 
privat Iilates 
tagonizes 


Ww 
ous plants, 


correspon 
bem aiddtinen it RR fon 
muscarin produces giddiness, rostration, 
stupor, breathlessness. Internally given, tt contracts 
the papi; while, like pilocarpine, it produces muscular 
trembling and accelerated pulse. » 

Mr. et saw the patients and examined the eyes 
while under the influence of the pituri. He reports as 
follows: ‘‘I have little to add to your account of the 
effect on the eye of the local application of a solution 
of pituri, except to note that, although the pupil was 
widely (not fully) dilated, the accommodation was 
almost unaffected. The patients could read quite a. 
and they did not com of much mistiness. 
seems to be a weak mydriatic; strong enough to dilate 
the pupil for a few hours, but not sufficient to im 
the action of the ciliary muscle. Except the smarting, 
a weak solution of atropine—say one-thirtieth of a 
to an ounce—would produce the same symptoms as the 
one per cent, solution of pituri, ps even incl 
the Laer pe! | contraction. hthalmoscopically 
discovered nothing ” 





EsERIvE has been used successfully in the treatment 
of hay-fever, and in the corneal abscess of adults. 


Pror. H. Comyn concludes that ocular e by 
means of Wecken’s ‘‘ gold thread,” is temporary in its 
results, and the detachment of the retina, for which it 
is practiced, returns again. 

Test oF ALBUMEN.—Da Costa says drop the fluid 
slowy down the side of the test tube, upon the nitric 
acid, and if albumen be present an opaque ring will 


injection. 
‘Perepiration occurred ten times, in some cases stand- CVF the surface of the acid. 

ing in drops on the body. We are inclined -to think 

that the perspiration is especially abundant on the legs — TETANUS AND CHLOROFORM.—From an analysis of 


and feet, but the excess we there noted may be due to | 415 cases of tetanus, Dr. D. W. Yandel asserts that 
the greater accumulation from the bed clothes hindering chloroform is the most efficient agent in its treatment, 
evaporation. while calabar bean ranks among the least affective. 

In no instance did it appear to affect the mouth, pro- | —7'he Southern Medical Record. 
ducing neither dryness nor salivation. The symptoms 

assed away completely in twenty minutes to half an | Cxoera Invantum. Monobromated camphor, tritu- 

our. , 

We made four observations respecting the influence —_ bal “ny ay e —— rs ~ ee 
of the topical application to the eye on the pupil, and diarr or cholera infeatemt: dose from one to.two 
in every instance the pupil became for a short time grains every two or three hours, for a child from 
contracted, and then widely dilated. We used a one | mente re ame year old. —Southern Medical Record 
per cent. solution, but this caused considerable smart- : 
ing, which became less on the second application a few 
miboutes after, and ceased on the th proeere a) Drewrwerta.—Prof. Von Prokitanski se three 
ew minutes later. The pupil became widely dilated, | cases of diphtheria in which the local a tion ‘ot a 
but generally responded a little to light. e dila- 4 per cent. solution chloral produced the most favor- 
tion in about half an hour, and only for a| able results. The solution was painted every half 
short time, ery oman in one case in eight hours, in | hour; after a few applications the membraned could 
another in less than twenty-four hours, and in a third | easily be removed. Weaker applications were then 
the pupil became nearly equal in twenty-four hours. | made. 
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CLINIQUE. 


SARCOMA OF LEFT TESTICLE, COMPLI- 
CATED WITH STRANGULATED INGUIN- 
AL HERNIA. 








BY PROF. C. H. VON TAGEN, M. D., CHICAGO, ILL. 


Was called to see J. F., age 78, and found the patient 
in ae fellowing por ere A : tumor of left tes- 
ticle, presenting a red, glazed, swo! pearance, sen- 
sitive to manipulation, somewhat nodulated and irrez- 
ular over its external surface. There was considerable | 
heat in the parts, and fluctuation could be detected at | 
various, points throughout its structure. This mass | 
involved the entire testicle and cord, as far up as the | 


After detailing to him all the risks, and stating that the 
chances were decidedly against him, also the probabil- 
ity that he might die under or shortly after the opera- 
tion, he nevertheless isted in having an operation 


wy which his wife and son agreed with him. In 
fact, 
ions that “ he should have the be 
if there was 
The 


did not hesitate to express their united opin- 
nefit ‘of the chance,’ even 
only one left for him.” 

jon was decided upon, which was made 
1 day following, assisted by the old lady 
and their son, as not a single physician or surgeon in 
the vicinity would lend a helping hand, standing aloof 
in fear of a failure and condemnation ; also advising that 
‘*no surgical interference was justifiable.” 

The usual examination of the various organs of the 
a was made, (Here we will add that it is our inva- 
riable custom to take this precaution before performing 
operations of any magnitude, or administering anesthe- 


on the 


external abdominal ring, every portion of which was ics.) The patient was chloroformed, ing under its 
exceedingly sensitive to touch, and was also hard and_ influence without any effort. or struggle. © Attention 
inelastic. Above and to the lett of this growth was a was first given to the tumor of the testicle, which was 
second tumefuction, also irregular in its outlme, but of | unquestionably of a sarcomatous nature, and was so de 
a doughy, elastic nature, red and painful to touch, also | cided by the writer, not only from its pathological con 
somewhat inflamed. Manipulation of this portion re-| dition and symptoms present, but also from the fact, 
vealed the presence of crepitus, denoting the presence | which has been unintentionally omitted while narrat- 
of mortification proceeding within. | ing the history of the case, that the patient's anteced- 
The patient had been afflicted with the rupture up- | ents pointed to a cancerous dyscrasia, 
ward of 40 years, which frequently came down and! Operation. —A longitudinal incision was made 
filled the scrotal space, before the testicle became in-| along the mesian line of the scrotum, from the base of 
volved, and increased gradually, from time to time, | the penis to the posterior limit of the scrotum, where it 
until the mass, as they stated, was.as larze as the | joins the perineum, thence outward and upward, en- 
crown of his hat. Since the tumor of the testicle began | circling the outer margin of the growth, and up toward 
to assume abnormal proportions, the hernial mass has | the left groin, to a point midway between the anterior 
not been so large, but about half that size. i | superior spinous process of the dium and symphysis 
Some six weeks prior to the time that the writer had pues, here meeting the base of the hernial mass locat 
seen him, this mass of intestine had been imprisoned ed above. 
in the location described, and the patient had not had| Another incision was now made, extending from the 
a natural passage during that time, sacenens a few | point of starting at the base of the penis, obliquely up 
small, hard scybala, bathed in mucus. e had also | ward and outward, extending to a point corresponding 
experienced, during this time, considerable difficulty in | with the limit, and joining that of the outer incision. 
passing his water, and when performing this act he | Thus it will be seen that an irregular, eliptical-formed 
suffered with severe strangury; also suffered with pain | incision was made, preserving the posterior portion of 
(especially when rising up to pass stool) along the | the scrotum, which was not yet involved in the growth, 
urethra, as far up as the left kidney. | leaving a section of scrotal integument with which to 
He had worn a truss some years, prior to this time, | cover in the denuded parts. This mass was now dis- 
with the exception of some three years preceding the | sected out, together with one-half of its scrotal cover 
commencement of the present complications, and aban- | ing, which was implicated with the disorganized mass. 
doned the use of it, because, as he stated, “it made the | The dissection was then continued upward and out 
parts very sore,” Some nine months prior to the time | ward, including the spermatic cord, as high up as the 
we saw him, he had received an injury from falling | external abdominal ring. The cord was now well 
across a rail fence, contusing the left testicle, from | drawn down, together with its sheath and contents, 
which time this portion of his troubles dated, there | until a healthy point was reached. The spermatic 
having been more or less pain, swelling and heat in | sheath was opened longitudinally and the nerve sep 
the part since the time last mentioned. He described arated from the contents; this was divided, as high up 
the pains as sharp, cutting and darting, worse at night | 4s possible, and allowed to shrink back into its sheath. 
and in damp weather, more or less continuous all the | Traction being now made on the cord, a heavy double 
time. For two months preceding this time he had silk ligature was placed around it, as high up as could 
fever, with burning thirst, that seemed to recur each | be reached; this was drawn tightly and tied with a 
24 hours during the early hours of the night, abating | double knot; the cord was then excised about § of an 
about midnight, He had led a steady and regular | inch below the point of ligation. To the cut surface 
habit of life, and was remarkably preserved for a man | of the ligated end a solution of persulphate of iron was 
of his age, belonging, as he stated, ‘‘to a long-lived appjied, as an additional precaution, and to prevent 
stock.” His appetite was fair, notwithstanding the lwmorrhage when slipped into the internal abdominal 
graveness of his ailments, and he was very desirous of ring. This was held exposed to the air until the 
being relieved of his sufferings, “even at the cost of his other portion of the operation was completed. The 
life.” | hemorrhage from the cut surface, left re by the 
He had lived on a fluid diet for months, in order to | removal of the tumor, was somewhat profyse, but 
prevent the excessive formation of stool, thereby hoping was staunched with applications of weak solution 
to prolong his existence and contribute to his comfort | of persulphate of iron, cold water with ice, applied 
in this world. He had passed through the hands of| with compresses, also by lotion. The patient now 
eleven physicians at various times during the three evinced some symptoms of returning consciousness. 
years preceding the present stage of his illness, none of Chloroform was then renewed, patient passing again 
whom had afforded him any permanent relief. Five readily under its influence. Attention was now given 
of these were surgeons of considerable experience, who to the strangulated hernial tumor, which occupied near- 
saw and examined him during the nine months. suc- | ly $ of the left inguimal space, immediately above the 
ceeding the aecident when the testicle was injured: all | external abdominal ring. As we have already intimat- 
of these declined to operatg or interfere with his case. | ed, this tumor had a doughy feeling; emitted sounds of 
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crepitation or crackling under pressure; was somewhat 
inflamed, infiltrated, and presented a dark, deep red 
hue. The sac was laid open in an oblique direction, 
corresponding with the groin, and emitted from its in- 
terior a gaseous, sulphuretted hydrogen odor; also yel- 
low, ichorous pus escaped, plainly indicating the pres- 
ence of early mortification. The exposed mass of in- 
testine which formed the contents of this tumor was so 
involved in the process of destruction and decomposi- 
tion that the only recourse was to excise it with the 
knife, which was done at a polnt within an inch of the 
internal abdominal ring. was done, and the mass 
was removed. Passing the index finger up the inguin- 
al canal, it was ascertained that adhesions existed at 
and below the internal ring. These were detached by 
means of a hernial knife, provided with a dull cutting 
edge. Very little hemorrhage followed. The cut 
ends of the bowel were now withdrawn sufficiently to 
manipulate. What had been the adherent portion was 
also excised, and the énds overlap (the upper into 
the lower end) to the extent of a full inch, after cleans- 
ing out the contents of the bowels. 

Thus it will be seen that the serous surface of the 
upper section was brought in contact with the mucous 
surface of the lower section of the bowels, penetrating 
to the extent of one inch. Penetrating, continuous su- 
tures were used, until both overlapping portions were 
completely encircled near their ends. he material 
used for this purpose was carbolized fine cat-gut liga- 
tures. The extruding portion of the bowel was first 
bathed in a weak solution of carbolized oil, then re-ix- 
troduced into the abdominal cavity. The outer mar 
gin of the external abdominal ring was freshened with 


the knife, and closed with a continuous cat-gut carbol-| trouble; appetite about the same ; 
|to be repeated every two hours ; ings were re- 
n 


ized suture taken deep. There were now two gaping 
wounds, namely: the one in the groin, from whence 
the hernial tumor was removed; the other was located 
at the seat from which the sarcoma was removed. 
These were closed, first, by drawing the margins of the 
incised borders together, commencing at the upper 
portion of the — region, thence toward the base 
of the penis and scrotum. The lower wound was 
closed in the same manner, commencing at the lower 
terminus of the scrotum, closing it up toward the base 
of the penis and scrotum, meeting at the point of junc- 
tion of the two wounds, just to the left of symphysis 
pubes, or point of beginning of the first incision. Silver 
wire sutures were used in the closing up of the two 
wounds, which first were washed freely with carbol- 
ized warm water, 5 grains to the ounce; in addition to 
which they were bathed over with carbolized linseed oil, 
of same strength. Compresses composed of picked oak- 
um, saturated with the same strength of carbolized oil, 
over which a dry compress of lint and roller bandage 
was secured, completed the dressing. The last named 
sutures were taken at one inch apart. 

The patient rallied very well, and experienced no 
apparent ill effects, opening his eyes and expressing 
his astonishment at the surroundings, asking “Js the 

ation done?” He evinced symptoms of hiccough, 
and threw off a little bile and mucus from his stomach. 
Shortly after, the patient asked fora drink. His wife 
gave him a cup half-full of cold beef tea, which he 
drank and seemed to relish, asking for more, which was 
not allowed. 

The portion of bowel removed measured seventeen 
inches, forming a portion of what was the illium. We 
will take occasion to add here what should have been 
mentioned in the order of description of the eeetien. 
viz. the precaution of evacuating the colon, which was 

reviously occupied with a considerable amount of 
‘ecal matter (as it will be remembered that the patient 
had not passed a stool for some six or seven weeks 
prior to the time of operation). This was done y 
means of enemas on the day before the operation. - 

“yery large quantity of impacted stool came away, filling 
® bucket half full. With a view to quiet the bowels a 











suppository composed of cocoa butter with one grain 
Pe was inserted into the rectum. Ten drops of 
tincture of opium was put into a half tumbler of water ; 
a tabl ordered to be given every two hours 
until the patient slept. Called on the following morn- 
ing and found the patient had passed a geet niet, 
also had taken and retained nearly two teacupfuls of 
cold beef tea throughout the night. He passed his 


| water during the night ; pulse near 94; skin warm, 


soft, and no untoward symptoms to report. His diet 
was ordered as follows : Punch made of milk and raw 
egg (one raw beat up in a pint of milk, slightly 
sweetened, adding four tablespoonfuls of puré whiskey). 
Dose—a wineglass-full every four hours, the beef tea 
ad libitum, or as the stomach would bear. The opium 
was discontinued and ordered not to be repeated if he 
could sleep without it. There being no special symp- 
toms to report, a few doses of arnica mont., &6th, were 
given—a dose every four hours. 

As the wounds were not particularly sensitive—there 
being some soreness and a twinge of pain—the patient 
said he felt pretty comfortable with his limb flexed, 
supported by pillows. The wounds were not dis- 
turbed. 

Third day.—Found the patient slightly restless ; 
tongue dry, furrowed and thirsty ; pulse 99 ; skin some- 
what dry. Patient had his urine and also some 
foeces from the bowels. © variation in his appetite ; 
still he desired nourishment. Removed the outer 
dressings; found the m of the wounds looking 
red, very slightly tumefied ; no abnormal sensitiveness 
in the adjacent parts; abdomen was soft and not 
sensitive ; urine without any uneasiness or 
ve aconite, 6th, 


moved and replaced as before. Called again the same 


evening of that day, founc the patient had less fever ; 


pulse 95 ; no amount of thirst ; tongue moist. Left 
the patient, ordering the opium to be renewed if the 
patient did not = 

Fourth Day.—Called again; the patient passed a com- 
fortable nig’ *,having voided his water two or three 
times during che night, which by the way, was a com- 
mon occurrence with him. General condition about 
the same as the previous dav, excepting the pulse was 
92. The dressings were again removed and the wounds 
were found healing from their terminal ends toward 
the point of junction, viz.: at the outer limits (left side) 
of the symphasis pubes (here they seemed to gape 
somewhat and disposed to suppurate), also at other 
points in this vicinity. The same kind of dressing and 
the internal remedy were removed. 

Fifth Day —Called again; found the patient propped 


‘up in bed (semi-recumbent); when asked why he was in 


this position, replied that it gave him more ease. He 
had suffered considerable pain in the parts operated on 
during the past night, was also quite restless. Had 
considerable fever and thirst, tongue was brown and 
furred, patient complained of some tenderness of the 
abdomen in the region of the wounds Pulse 105, skin 
hot and dry, pupils slightly dilated, also headache and 
inability to pass urine, which was drawn with catheter. 
Patient complained of chilly pees lw the t, 
with flashes of heat throughout entire body. Dressings 
were again removed, portions of the wound at the base 
of the scrotum and toward the inguinal region were 
tumefied red and suppurating freely ; in fact, presen 

an erysipelatous condition, notwithstandi bot 
wounds were healing at their terminal ends. Percus- 
sion, gently applied in the vicinity of the abdominal 
border of the wound of the inal region, revealed 
a tympanitic sound, eis | indicating the presence of 
peritoneal implication, which was unquestionably a 
grave ——— in affairs. The wounds were freely 
washed with a solution of sulphide of soda, twenty fr. 
to the ounce, and used as hot as could be borne. 
application gave the patient great relief in the parts 
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Called again on evening 

patient somewhat easier, his pains h 

lieved, pulse had ed to 100, skin disposed to be 
moist and cooler, but t the same as in 
Tenderness over the abdomen, and tympani 
slightly less; drew off the ss urine by means of 
the catheter, which was left in and secured, also stopped 
by means of a plug in order to enable the patient to be 
—o through the night by simply removing the 
col 

Sizth Day.—7 a.M., patient } ter, e- 
ral condition somewhat eek ee es 
creasing, had passed urine turee times during the night, 
which was stronger in its odor, less in quantity, de- 
positing a heavy brick dust-like sediment. On remov- 
ing the dressing found the wounds looking better, 
a a. erysipelatous — considerably 
aba’ tongue looking more favorable, coating changed 
toa white fur. Redressed the wound, and ordered the 
continuation of internal and external treatment and 
diet. On the same evening, called and found him im- 
proving, ordered continuation of treatment and diet 
throughout. 

Seventh Lay.—Patient passed a comfortable night, 
resting better than usual. No change to report worthy 
of note, except that of general improvement in the 
condition of the wounds, absence of tympanditis, but the 
urine remained turbid and strong, for which derderis, 
vudg. 1st, in tablespoontul doses, prepared in the pro- 
portion of ten drops to a half tumbler of water, and re- 
peated every three hours. ‘I'he wounds were cleansed 
and redressed, containing the sulphide of soda solution 
locally not so frequently applied. 

highth Day.—Vatient still improving, wounds pro- 
gressing well, removed some of the sutures, commenc- 
ing at the terminal ends of the wound, to the number 
ot half-a-dozen, also some three or four that had cut 
their way through on one side, caused by the previous 
tumefaction and pre-existing erysipelatous condition, 
at the junction near the symphesis pubis. Returned 
now to the carbolized oil dressing, applied on picked 
oakum, covered in with compresses and bandaged as 
before. Urine less turbid and tiows in larger quantities, 
without the use of the catheter, which was in use up to 
this time, having been removed and cleansed morning 
and evening since its first introduction into the bladder. 
Patient’s appetité seems vigorous, wants to eat more 


substantial tood, which was allowed, viz.: rare beef- |? 


steak, soft-boiled eggs, coffee, mashed potatoes, milk 
toast, etc., continuing the punch and beet tea if desired. 
Patient has desire for stool, administered warm enema, 
gently passed up through the rectum until it could be 
telt in the colon, by means of the hand through the 
abdominal walls. 

This he retained some twenty minutes, then was 
followed with stool that did not appear of recent 
formation, but looking rather like the old impacted 
stool he passed before the operation. Pulse 90, tongue 
almost cleansed of its fur and moist, anttente general 
condition good and promising. here is nothing 
further of note to report, than the fact that the wounds 
healed kindly by granulations, at the points that had 
been invaded with erysipelas, viz., at the junction 
the two incisions. The patient passed on tp a speedy 
recovery, considering all the remarkable circumstances 
ot his case, as well as to the surprise of those who had 
predicted a fatal issue in the event of an tion. 
Some after-treatment was necessary in to regu- 
lating the bowels. 





The patient being of a nervo-bilious temperament, 


p to cosurveness, having been somewhat 
dyspeptic and troubled with sour svomach, during the 
previous years of his last illness, nux, oom, bth trit, 
was given three to four times daily, which after one 
week s use restored both stomach and bowels to their 
normal functions. Kight years later the patient was 


. | still ‘living, enjoying 4 comfortable degree of health; 


this information the writer was informed of by one or 
the patient's neighbors, whom he casually met while 
living in Cleveland during the year 18d¥; tue operation 


. | was made early in May, 1361. 


RUPTURE OF AORTA. 
By Cuas. McDowe.1, M.D., Reswwent jPaysician, 
HAHNEMANN HosprraL, Late House Suregon, 
Hom. Hosrrrau, W. L. 


F. C; male; aged 47; Ireland; laborer. Admitted 
to Homeopathic clospital, Ward’s Island, August 80th, 
1878, 

ihe following is a sumiaary of his history. Several 
years ago, patent had an uttack of acuve articular 
rheumatism, followed by cardiac truuble, trom which 
he still suffers. Has been subject to occasional attacks 
of severe pain near the region of the heart, accompanied 
by palpitation and dyspn@a; has had more or less dry 
cough, and several actacks of profuse hemoptysis, witu 
marked dropsy at times; though he has beea greatly 
prostrated, patient has not lost appreciably in w eighi. 

‘wo weeks ago & sudden hemiplegia appeared, 
which began to improve immediately, and uas now 
almost entirely disappeared. 

At present suifers principally from vomiting, having 
been unable, tor several muntus, to retuin more than u 
very small amount of food at a time; suifers no pain, 
sleeps well, except when sullering trom occasional at 
tacks of palpitauon. 

Physicul ,raminution—Body well developed, mus- 
cular condition gvod. 

Lungs.—Kespiration somewhat increased in fre 
quency. Pulmonary resonance normal. Vesicular 
murmur slightly harsh. 

deart.—Apex beat well marked, two inches below, 
and three-iourtis of an inch tw tue leit of the nipple. 
Area of precordial dullness largeiy increased. ticart 
sounds intensified; no valvular murmurs detected,— 
B Lpecac. 6 

August 81st.—At 11.20 P. M. patient had an attack 
of syncope; was tound lying on the vor, at the side 
of his bed, in an unconsvious state, pulseless, and with 
no appreciable heart impulse. in «iew moments the 

ulse became feebly perceptible, rapid, and imtermut 
tant. ‘Lhe vreathing was iabored, we suriace of the 
body cold and covered with a protuse perspiration ; face 
and Onger nails purpic, eyes protrudiag and insensible 
w tight.—}k Digduis vo. = veratrum aw. 0. a& git. x. 

On regaining consciousness, he complained of an 
acute pain, intensified by the slightest 1otion, which 
extended trom thy heart to the shoulder and down the 
left arm. ‘he pulse gradually became more full anu 
regular, the breathing more natural, and the face re 
gained its normal color; yet for some time the patient 
was confused, replying but slowly to questions. . 

September ist,v A. M.—The dyspawa, which had 
continued during the night, suddealy increased in 

erity, but was relieved 1 a half-hour. A tew minutes 

seven o'clock, he walked into the next division 
of the ward, where unother bed had been prepared tor 
him; here he lay quietly till 7.40 A. 1., when he turned 
upon his side and gasped for breati; a protuse cok 
sweat appeared on whe body, the heart beat tunultt- 
ously ie moments, and taen ceased its action. 

September 2d, 8 A. M.— Auwpsy.—Height, 5 teet;) 
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inches. Weight, 160 pounds. No emaciation or 
cedema. 

Pericardium.—Lymph thrown out over entire sur- 
face; marked adhesions. Seven ounces of yellowish 
partly-coagulated fluid. 

Heart.— Weight 2 pounds. 44 ounces. Bypertropny 
of whole organ, most marked in left ventricle. Valves 
normal. No clots in any of the cavities. 

Aorta,—Extensive atheroma, One inch above the 
aortic valves was a rupture, 1} inches in length, of the 
inner coat, on its anterior surface, parallel with the 
axis of the vessel. From this opening the blood passed 
between the coats of the aorta, forming a dissecting 
aneurism, which entirely surrounded the vessel, ex- 
tending two inches above the superior extremity of the 
rent, and about one inch below the inferior extremity; 
this cavity contained blood clots weighing 74 ounces. 
On the posterior surface of the aorta, at a point a little 
below the anterior opening, was found a second one, 
passing through the external coat into the mediastinum, 
which contained a large quantity of clots and fiuid 
blood. 

Pleurae.—No adhesions, or abnormal amount of 
fluid. 

Lungs.—Left, weight 1 pound, 6 ounces; right, weight, 
2 inds, 1 ounce. Slight edema of lower lobes, 
otherwise normal. 

Abdominal Viscera, with the exception of kidneys, 
deeply congested; especially liver and spleen. 

he pathology of this case is of interest, because of 
its obscurity during life and its clearness upon autopsy ; 
the symptoms, but not the physical signs, pointing to 
valvular disease with enlargement. The post mortem 
revealed a lesion extraneous to the heart, giving rise 
to a sequence of mechanical events, which Sicasty ex 
lain the symptoms exhibited by the patient during 
ife. In tracing them, we will start with the athe- 
roma. Here we may revert to the wg even of the 
patient, one in which muscular strain is frequent, this 
giving an increased impulse to the blood current, causes 
an irritation of the inner coat of the aorta, which is a 
principal factor in the causation of atheroma; this 
accounts for its frequency among athletes. 

The resulting atheroma, by destroying the natural 
elasticity of the arterial walls, acts as an obstruction to 
the flow of the blood, giving rise to a compensatory 
hypertrophy of the left heart; the resultant back set of 
the blood, extending to the bpp | circulation, 
causes passive congestion, and its par cough, 
and hemoptysis; this pulmonary congestion gives more 
work to the right ventricle; it paren amar lastly, 
the systemic veins become distended with blood; hence 
the anascarca, and the congestion of the abdominal 
viscera. 

The hemiplegia is readily accounted for. An athe- 
romatous patch softened, forming a so-called atheroma- 
tous abscess; this bursting, resulted in an atheromatous 
ulcer, whose rough, overhanging ed presented 
points for the deposition of fibrine. fn this way a 
small thrombus was formed, which washed away 
and carried to the brain, caused an embolic hemiplegia. 
The base of the ulcer, softening still further, then gave 
way, and the blood diffused itself between the middle 
and external coats; the resistance of the outer coat was 


finally overcome, eight hours afterward, producing im- 


mediate death, the blood passing into the mediastinum, 
‘instead of into the cavity of the pericardium, on account 
of the adhesions of that membrane. 


Ruvs Rapicans.— The poisonous effect of this 
drug, which grows wild in many parts of the country, 
may be relieved by the local application of grindelia. 
Severe cases are often abated in forty-eight hours, by 
keeping the parts wet with a saturated solution of the 
hyposulphite of soda. ‘ 


NATRUM MURIATIOUM IN MELANCHO- 
LIA—A CASE. 


By Se.pen H. Tawcorr, M. D., Mev. Supr. Hom. 
AsyLuM FOR INSANE. 


Mrs. P. was admitted to the ~ ee April 3d, 1879. 
She had been gradually failing in health and spirits for 
nearly a year. When received, she had the appear- 
ance of an old woman, although but about 85. Her 
features were pale, thin, drawn, sallow and haggard. 
The patient was very restless, anemic, and feeble, hav 
ing had a appetite and slept Wut little for several 
weeks. Sne = of headache, mostly in the 
occiput; was in t in speech, constantly repeat- 
ing short expressions, such as: “tell me the story;” 
“ give me pel mp “they know,” and other dis- 
connected re . Her breathing was labored; in- 
spiration lengthened, expiration very brief. She was 
much given to frequent and ebullitions of 
tears. as quite thirsty and chilly at intervals. Pa- 
tient had taken chloral hydrate for sleeplessness, with 
indifferent results. Natrum muriaticum was at once 
prescribed and steadily continued. The first night, 
under this and no other remedy, she slept one and a 
half hours; the second night she slept four hours, and 
within five days she slept sufficiently, and continued 
to do so until dincharged. 

The improvement in this case was steady and con- 
tinuous. The symptoms and conditions successfully 
combatted with natrum mur. were: a genera) and per- 
sistent anemia ; a previously long-continued headache ; 
an appearance of premature old ; and profuse, un- 
controllable weeping. It may also be proper to remark 


~ that the patient had a history of intermittent fever, 


quenched with quinine. 

In less than two months the patient had rallied from 
profound physical prostration, and equally profound 
mental ression ; and in less than three months from 
date of admission she was discharged, a fat, rosy, 
healthy and happy young woman. ho can say that 
the fountain of eternal youth is not a salt spring? 


INTERMITTENT FEVER—PULSATILLA.—Patient aged 
12, living upon the border of a pond fed by a small 
stream of water which was nearly dry in summer, has 
suffered from malaria each year. Chill commences in the 
hands at 11 A. M, and is accompanied by thirst- 
lessness; excessive bone pains; fever lasts one hour, 
with slight thirst and sharp, shooting pains in fore- 
head; sweat slight; R, Pulsatilla 8d, which promptly 
cured. Symptoms which led to the selection were, 
chill commencing in the hands (or feet) and absence of 
thirst. Certainly the disposition had nothing to do 
with the choice, for instead of being ‘‘ mild and tear- 
ful,” she is chronically as cross and ugly as sin. 

‘ L. B. Covcn, M.D., Nyacx. 


OBSTINATE VOMITING IN PREGNANCY.—Another 
wonderful discovery in therapeutics reaches us through 
the Medical Record. The ,', of a grain of iodide of pot- 


ash, repeated every half hour, is found to control severe 
forms of vomiting in pregnancy. A closer study of 
our materia medica would bring to the notice of our 
friends a host of facts quite as interesting as the above. 


Post-Partum HamorrnacEe.—Dr. Penrose used 
vinegar in the following manner: Saturate a rag with 
vinegar, it into the cavity of the uterus, and 
squeeze it. In the vast majority of cases the hemorr- 
hage ceased as if.by magic when the vinegar og 
over the surface of the uterus and the vagina. He be- 
lieved that the salts of iron should seldom or never be 
used; but in a case, which was supposable, in which 
the vinegar failed, he would resort to that remedy. 
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CLINICAL NOTBS. 


The veteran Dr. D. 8. Kimball, of Sackett’s Harbor, 
N. Y., is preparing tinctures from many indigenous 
remedies which he will be glad to farnish at moderate 
prices. We need not add that they can be relied upon 
as officinal, He has found hot water locally and Apis 
pose ot service—mainly in skin symptoms—in 

us po ing. 

He writes that “the tinctures are fresh, and pre- 
pared with the greatest care that we get the article 
represented, instead of some other; for American ivy 
is liable to be mistaken for Rhus, the Golden Candlestick 
for Lill. tig. Duleamara, etc., ete. I am not satistied 
that the Zoz and Radicans are one and the same, as 
claimed by Allen, ete. The Radicans I have never 
found in this section, but the Joz quite conimon, while 
in Ouondaga and Cayuga Counties the reverse is the 
case. The Golden Candlestick yery closely resembles 
the Lilium, so much so that I came near mistaking it 
several times. The former has a narrower leaf, and 


— 


SPHYGMOGRAPH.—We see by the numerous illustra- 

| tions in ourexchanges, and the reports of friends in 
| private and hospital practice, that the use of the sphyg- 
;m a is steadily on the increase. Until the intro- 
duction of the Pond sphygmograph, the instruments 
were so complicated, and required such delicacy of 
| manipulation, that very few were in use, and these 
| were ip the of those who had an abundance of 
time. The Pond sphygmograph is so simple and yet wo 
accurate we do not wonder it is rapidly coming into 
general use. As yet, the aid given to the diagnosis of 
| various forms of disease and peculiar organic lesions 
| by the tracing of the pulse is in its infancy, but the 
more carefully they are studied the more are their 
revelations valued. Any insirument which will aid 
us in a correct diagnosis of disease will in time be 
appreciated in proportion to its real value. 





A New, Cuear, anp Se_r-Generatine Disiw- 


flowers earlier than the latter—flowers almost exactly FrECTANT.—Under this title, Dr. John Day, of Geelong, 
alike. Plantago has not received merited attention. | Australia, recommends for use in civil and military 
Have cured several cases ear and tooth ache with it, hospitals, and also for the purpose of destroying the 
locally as well as internally. A lady whose hearing | poison germs of small pox, scarlet fever, and other in- 
was imperfect, to whose tooth I applied the tincture, fectious diseases, a disinfectant ingeniously composed 
and dropped some reduced with water in the ear, re- of one part of rectified oil of turpentine and seven 


marked that it not only cured the toothache but im- 
proved the heating. ree a ago I awoke with | 
the toothache; got up and applied the mother tincture, 
and a few drops, reduced with water one half, into 
the ear on the affected side, and have never had the | 
toothache since. Three days ago Mrs. Read, who is | 
liable to an affection of the heart, and is nursing a| 
young child, drank some icewater, and was taken 
with severe clawing pains in the region of the heart, | 

ty eructations, as of wind from,the stomach. | 


and -— 
Gave Nua, inte to follow it with Lilium or Cac- | 


‘us, but did not, as she improved and got comfortable 
from the Nur. Next dayJat evening, she was suddenly 
taken with severe toothache, I think in left side. 
I applied the tincture to the tooth and to the ear, and 
she remarked ‘it acted like acharm.’ Have seen good 
results from a decoction of Castanea vesca in whooping | 


ooping | 


| 


cough, and in one case it cured apthe existing at the gi 


same time. 

“In the botanical description of Lobelia inf., I think 
7 — id, ae D ane the leaves alter- | 
na rs) as he does not agree with: 
Wood’s “ Class Book,” Torrey, nor my observations. 

“T have been poisoned, in preparing Rhus, twice | 
before: first in 1847, affecting the bowels (early morn- | 
ing diarrheea) as well as the skin. Bryonia relieved | 
the diarrhea. This time it affected mainly the skin, | 
especially the head, hands, wrists—the face and scalp | 
being oedematous, particularly around the eyes. +4 
found Apis and hot water nearly scalding to t. 
I have heretofore found Bell., .» Bicarbonate soda, 
and Aqua am., locally beneficial. Have not used the 
Verbena hastata nor Urtica urens much. Think fayor- 
ably of the latter as in burps and urticaria. 
apprehend, the best antidote will be found to be 
which best corresponds with the particular sym 
present, whether of the skin, bowels, or otherwise, as | 
was the case with Apis and hot water. Perhaps Urti- 
ca would have answered, but did not correspond with | 
the edema as Apis did, which was brought forward | 
by our C. N. Y. Hom. Soc. 

“ Nearly a year ago I had been suffering sometimes 
with sciatica of the t hip and loner inh, which 
ae | would con until I used Palladium 30 and 
200. Since then there has existed some rheumatism 
of the t shoulder and arm, !eaving the im 
that the ium cured the sciatica a revu st 


THE homeopathists of Chicago have petitioned the 


Commissioners for oan g 
——_ upon the Medi Board cf 


pi 





the County Hos- 


J 


t, I 
that | 


suitable appoint Prov., R. I. 


parts of benzine, with the addition of five oo of oil 
of verbena to each ounce. Its pugs and disinfect- 
| ing properties are due to the power which is possessed 
by each of its ingredients of absorbing atmospheric 
oxygen aud converting it into peroxide of hydrogen— 
a highly active oxidizing agent, and very similar in its 
nature to ozone. 


Nirrite or Amy. is INFANTILE CONVULSIONS,— 
In a case reported by Dr. Engel, this agent was suc- 
cessfully used. The parents had lost three children 
previously by epileptiform convulsions of the same 
character as those affecting the present case. The 
child, eighteen months old, has continued in conyul- 
sions for five hours, and was apparently moribund, 
when, as a last resource, five drops of the amyl were 
ven along with } gr, of morphia. The child at once 
went off into a quiet sleep.— Phil. Medical Times. 


Ick ms THE Recrum iw CHLonororm NArcosis.— 
According to Dr. Baillee, there is no more active rem- 
edy in the narcosis caused by chloroform than the in- 
troduction of a piece of ice into the rectum. A moder- 
ate suftices to overcome the resistance of the 
sphincter. The ice melts in the rectum, and immedi- 
ately a deep inspiration is produced, the precurser of 
natural respiration and of the re-establishment of the 
cardiac functions. Dr. Baillee recommends the same 
means in apparent death of the new-born.—(Gaz. des 

iz. 


TREATMENT OF ALBUMINURIA BY FUCHSINE AND 
RosaNILINE.—Feltz and Bouchert have treated a small 
number of patients suffering from albuminuria with 
fuchsine and rosaniline, given in pills and mixture, in 
doses of three grains per diem. Under this treatment 
the albumen soon disappeared from the urine, They 


| claim that these therapeutic trials prove, at all events, 


that both these coloring ts are well borne by the 
oO ism, and are relatively harmless.—Deutsche Med. 
ochen. 


INSUFFLATION Powpers vs. Nasat Dovcne.—Dr 
Hl. G. Miller, of Providence, deprecates the use of the 
nasal douche, and insists all medications should be in 
the form of dry powder, and used by insufflation,— 
Medical Society. 
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COMMON SENSE. . 


Homeopathy has wonderfully modified the old 
ideas of the proper treatment of disease. It has done 
this by the fact of that simplest and most unanswer- 
able of arguments, success. Success in anything 
throws the burden of proof upon those who take it 
upon themselves to criticise the means and methods 
by which the success is achieved. There is a strong 
tendency with many writers who find in the’ law of 
similia the “ best general rule of practice,” to take 
the burden of proof upon themselves, and expend 
their energies in the vindication of the homeopathic 
practice. The success of this practice is its own 
vindication ! 

Clinical reports and medical literature in general 
may safely be divested of cant eulogiums of Hahne- 
mann and the law of similars. Homeopathy does 
net owe its fame to Hahnemann ; Hahnemann owes 
his fame to the truth of the law of similars. That 
great principle of therapeutics always has stood and 
. always will stand, like any other principle, upon its 
own individual merits, and not upon the merits or 
learning of any man, be he discoverer or advocate. 
The time has come when all students of medicine 
should move on together in intelligent, progressive 
investigation, viewing all the wealth of clinical facts 
and data, from whatever source obtained, from the 
broad standpoint of their bearing upon theory and 
practice. Physicians profess to be actuated by high 
motives, and they live in an atmosphere of responsi- 
bility. All this should tend to make the medical 
profession, of all professions, the most liberal. If 
the homeopathic school would refer to Hahnemann 
less, and to facts and results more; if the allopathic 
school would think of Hahnemann less, and look 
with more unprejudiced eyes at the results of the 
rational homeopathic practice, the-science of medi- 
cine might take a step forward, and, freed from the 








trammels of prejudice and bigotry, the profession 
might labor impartially for the largest progress, 
instead of wasting energies in the defence of tenets 
and opinions. Hahnemann was human ; Hippocra- 
tes and Galen were human—all subject to every 
human frailty—but the principles which they enun— 
ciated are independent of their frailties. 





TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 

For any one who is contemplating the stucly of 
medicine there are several vital questions which 
should be carefully considered before deciding upon 
a course which will be everlasting in its effect upon 
future success and prosperity. 

In the first place, are you ready to begin a 
“ scientific course” of study? Are you sufficiently 
familiar with language, both English and Latin, to 
be able to understand the terme necessarily involved 
in such a course? Have you carefully weighed the 
constantly increasing responsibilities you are assum- 
ing, and are you induced to it by an ardor born of 
sympathy for the afflicted? Have you made up 
your mind to devote your life to scientific investiga- 
tion, or do you intend to enter the profession simply 
for the purpose of gaining a livelihood? Do you 
approach it with an unbiased mind ready to investi- 
gate in the proper spirit all that comes in your way, 
and have you an appreciation of the social code of 
ethics, which will permit you to join the rauks of 
GENTLEMEN ? 

These points properly settled, the next to be con- 
sidered is the selection of a preceptor, and this is of 
more importance than most of you imagine. 

The man who will make the best preceptor will 
probably have no time for quizzing, and you must not 
expect it, for if you do, disappointment is sure to 
follow. 

For a preceptor select a gentleman of experience, 
judgment, and if possible one who has had some 
experience in teaching, and for quiz-master the young, 
thoroughly-pested practitioner, fresh from the clasa- 
room, and one who will keep you constantly up to 
the work. 

Before entering the class-room, beside possessing 
the requisite preliminary education, you should be 
quite familiar with hygiene, including, of course, 
a thorough knowledge of foods, and dietary rules. 
I am sorry to sav that the medical schools pay little 
attention to this subject. You will get on much 
better with your study of physiology if you under- 
stand the classification of foods, will better appre- 
ciate the study of the “ proximate principles,” and 
when you enter upon the practice of your profession, 
you will then understand why this is so important 
to the physician. 

The next step for.you will be the selection of an 
alma mater, the importance of which you already 
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have some idea. In deciding, be careful as to whose 
advice you follow, and although you will saturally 
seek advice upon this subject from your precepter, 
make sure that he is in a position to judge intelli- 
gently from actual knowledge, that he is without 
prejudice in the matter, and has no ulterior purpose 
to serve. 

Do not allow yourself to be misled by low fees, 
high sounding titles, or flaunting advertisements. 

Do not attempt to take less than a three years’ 
course, and a longer time is preferable. " 

Be absolutely certain that your first course is in 
a school where histology, anatomy, physiology and 





chemistry are thoroughly taught, and give your entire 
attention to these subjects until you have completely 
mastered them. 

From observations in attending this course should 
you conclade that you are not at home in the school 
of your adoption, and that you have not found your 
alma mater, do not hesitate to seek her elsewhere, for 
it is of great importance to you that your studies 
should be prosecuted in a genial atmosphere, where 
only the greatest good to you can accrue, 

Your second and third courses should be taken | 
in the school which offers the best inducement in the | 


When we read and reflect upon the significance of 
these definitions, and with their reflective light ob- 
serve the doings of members of our noble profession, 
we are constrained to the belief that quackery is con- 
fined to no particular sect in medicine. In all, we 
find some who “talk ostentatiously,” or “falsely 
alleged to cure diseases.” 

We quote from Dr. Richardson's admirable address 
“On Phases of Quackery,” delivered before the 
Medical Defence Association, and printed in the 
Medical Times and Gazette, as follows : 

So intricate and delicate are the relationships 
between the profession of medicine and the public, 
that whatever is for the real benefit of the profession 
is equally for the benefit of the public. The higher 
the professional standard of medicine is raised, the 
higher are the members of the great body of medi- 
cine placed above want, and therefore above the 
temptation to commit sin. The higher the members 
of the profession are advanced in the social scale, 
and of worthy public estimation, the better are 
the true interests of the people in all that concerns 
the care of their health, considered, served, and 
satisfied. 

The reason why these positions are as I have 


way of clinical teaching—a point you must take means | stated, is plain enough, and is in the nature of things 
of ascertaining positively, and not depend upon the| positive. That which the sick man requires, first 
announcements of the schools themselves, all of | of all, in his sickness, is protection. He is disabled, 
which claim superior advantages ir this particular., 4nd must be protected—protected against himself 
The school which furnishes the best clinwal instrue- | more than against any one else; for the strongest of 
tion is the one you want to join. | men and women, the strong of mind sometimes even 

During the term do not attempt too much collate- | more readily than the weak, are very soon off their 
ral reading, but rather confine yourself to concise mental balance when the travails of disease overtake 
text-books and try to commit to memory the charac- them. It has been in the range of my own expe- 
teristic points of the various branches. Between the rience more than once that the most edu- 
terms you will have time for more general reading. | cated of physicians, and, in their periods of 

Attend faithfully upon all lectures and quizzes, sound health, the most fervent in their de 
never losing one, if you can help it. _ testation and denunciation of quacks and quack- 

Systematize your work, and if pussible allow ery, bave, during diseased states of body, not 
nothing whatever to interfere with its prosecution. of a fatal character, been ready to run after the 

Remember that you cannot expect to read until | veriest scamps in the ranks of quackery, and to resort 


you have learned the A, B, C’s! So in the study of | 
medicine, be sure that you are quite familiar with its | 
fundamental principles, before you attempt to build 
the structure which will be permanent, for otherwise 
you will have built in vain, as your foun:lation is of 


sand, and will sooner or later show its weakness. 





QUACES AND QUACEBRY. 
WorcesTER defines the noun, which is the sub- 
ject of this article, with synonyms which are 
applicable at this time, as “To brag loudly; to talk 
ostentatiously ; a boastful pretender to medical skill ; 
any boastful pretender to a science or an art; the 
common apd popular term applied to an ignorant 


to the most wanton and foolish of quackish devices, 
paying the quacks withal for their knavish tricks, 
while willing and unselfish brethren have been taxed 
to wait and attend without so much as a thought of 
compensation for time, anxiety, and trouble. 

With such facts as these staring us in the face 
whit shall we say to the members of the general 
public, if they. in like manner, under the mental 
alienations of disease, or under alienations of fear 
and love for those dearest to them, run from the 
learned and honest to the illiterate and knavish, and 
seek, in the depths of superstition, what they think 
they have fuiled to find on the heights of science? 


What shall we do to meet the danger to which these 


seekers expose themselves, and to lessen the com- 


practitioner of medicine, falsely pretending, or | municating and communicated evils which that 
falsely alleged to cure diseases |” | seeking tends to keep alive? Quacks are born, not 
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made, Quacks are born criminals who, by accident | than use the prescription of some well-known phys- 
of position, are led to practice their criminalities on | ician or surgeon, which prescription has either been 
the issues of life and death. They exist within the | published or has come into their hands from the 
ranks of the profession of medicine as well as out of | original. One of the most largely sold specific pills 
it. A little change of circumstance in the way in | wes, to my own knowledge, made from a formula in 
which his life was first cast, and the quack had been the day book of a late eminent general practitioner. 
a burglar, a bandit, a forger,a thici, a receiver of |The vender of this pill, who assumed a new name in 
stolen goods, 2 common murderer, Nay, he might | order that he might carry out his design without 
be, of the worst of these, the worst; for some of being generally known, made no secret of the source 
these may show qualities of skill and courage in the | of his remedy to the person from whose book he 
commission of their offences, while the quack prac- | original]y purloincd it. This family of quacks is very 
tices, like a mean coward, on the innocent dnd the | large and industrious, and, I fear I must add, suc- 
enfeebled, so that he is the most contemptible as | cessful. The members of it make fortunes, and they 
well as one of the wickedest of the criminal commu- | connect themselves so closely with the mere sale of 
nity. 


| their nostrums, without making a pretence to pre- 
scribe or practice, that they succeed usually in 
| evading all the existing laws which might be con- 
sidered as reaching them. It is fortunate for them, 
moreover, that, although by their hap-hazard method 
of dealing out active remedies they often inflict in- 
jury, it rarely happens that the injury is fatal. 


NOSTRUM-MONGERING QUACKS. 
There is a third order of quacks, the members of | 
which are not, perhaps, intentionally criminal, but 
who, nevertheless, take upon themselves duties and 
functions that are altogether foreign to their knowl- 
edge and skill. It is not so much that they practice 
irregularly and without a license, as that they pre- | SPECIALIST QUACKS, 
tend to cure diseases with the names of which they! There is another family of quacks, the represen- 
are not correctly familiar, and with the nature of| tatiyes of which carry out what they are pleased to 
which they have no conversance whatsoever. Some call a new system, or a distinct system of medicine. 
of these quacks take one particular disease, or one | Some of these call themselves botanic practioners or 
particular set of organs of the body, under their | Herbalists, and comprise the fraternities which my 
pretended care; others assume to treat diseases in | honorable friends, Mr. Sergeant Simon and Mr. Buck, 


general, in which case they commonly pretend to. 
possess a particular -kind of remedy, which adapts | 
itself to every kind of case, These last named, ow- | 
ing to the method they pursue, attain by the rule of 
chances a certain measure of success, Vending 
some one active medicinal substance, such as'/| 
opium, quinine, or iodide of potassium, amd 
supplying the remedy to a great number of) 


so kindly took under their wings the other night in 
“ another place.” These fraternities are very numer— 
ous ; they exist in every large town. In their practice 
there is nothing diagnostic, neither is there any 
scientific art or skill of a therapeutical character. 
At the same time, they hold in their hands drugs of 
a most potent kind, which they use boldly, and often 
with the production of extreme effects on the body. 


persons indiscriminately, they are sure to give it,| Lobelia is one of their prime agents, and digitalis is 
every now and then, to & person who will be | another, and by the application of such active med- 
benefited by it, and so in time they get together a list | icine they sometimes inflict a fatal result. Then they 
of successful cases, or, as they call them, cures. This are brought before the coroner, and occasionally are 
was signally the fact about five-and-twenty years ago committed for trial. In most cases they escape punish- 
in the career of a noted quack woman of the Midland | ment, and proceed as before. Many of these persons 
Counties, whose remedy was simply quinine given | are not intentionally doing wrong. They are the last 
under various disguises, but always in full and effec- of the old herbalists of the Culpepper school, and of 
tive doses. There are so many forms of disease in | a school of medicine proper which,existed prior to the 
which quinine acts as a splendid remedy, it is no time of Berhaave. They cling to the crude notions 
wonder that this quack had a long list of “cures,” they believe in with all the tenacity of superstitious 
each of which, magnified in number by admiring feryor. From this fervor they-make others trust them, 
credulity, gave a credit to her practice which no | and produce a sect of believers in them and their 
regular practitioner of medicine could legitimately | doctrines. They do not mix with other charlatans, 
attain. The same kind of success is, I believe, at this neither do they come by accident into their business. 
moment attending “a mode of eure,” as it is called, | “They learn their business,” as one of tliem told nie, 
in which the curative agent employed is potassium “in a regular way, like other tradesmen ;” and some 
iodide. Others, again, in this family of quacks, put of them still retain the remnants-of astrological tra- 
out a particular remedy for one particular disease, | ditions. 

and try no further. _ I believe that, without an ex-| Akin to the botanicals are the medical Electri- 
ception, the men who follow this plan ‘do no more |cians and the so-called Galvanizers; but these are 
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not so regularly trained in their practice as a vocal 
tion. These are often mere ne’er-d6-wells who learn 
a smattering of electricity, and obtaining a battery, 
apply the current without regard to one single physi- 
ological consideration. 

There is still another group of this same family of 
irregular practitioners, the members of which claim 
to have a special skill in the treatment of the skele- 
ton, These trade under various names, Bone-setters 
being the name most commonly applied to them. 
They exist in or near many of our great centres of 
population, They, like the botanic specialists, are 
born to their work, and very often the business de- 
scends in family line. They have no necessary 
knowledge of anatomy, and no method which 
they care to disclose to those who would learn 
from them, Their inyariable practice is to find a 
dislocation, and to do something, much or little — 
and too frequently much.. I knew an instance in 
which one of these men, mistaking a strumous 
suppuration near the shoulder—joint for a dislo- 
cation, actually pulled the humerus out of its 
place, and produced: a true dislocation of the head 
of the humerus into the axilla, These bone-setters 
are popular, and are defended by popular supersti- 
tion. Raised to the place of legitimate practitioners, 
their skill is gone, and their credit with it. The 
late Dr. Willis told me he knew one of these men, 


who, after having been bred to his empirical calling, 
came to London td study anatomy in the regular 
way, and wlio was so astounded at a description of 
the carpus given by Abernethy, that he became faint 
from the remembrance of the manner in which he 
had manipulated that. exquisite piece of mechanism 


in bis ignorant practice. From that moment-he lost 
all faith in askill which he had previously con- 
ceived was of the most perfect order, and which 
he had ruthlessly exercised. I should gather from 
what I have observed that the business of the bone- 
setting quacks is rather on the increase. The favor 
of some of the wealthy of the community has encour- 
aged these quacks to multiply, while the semi- 
patronage which has been given to certain of them 
by some professional men, as if in their stupid mys- 
tery there was really some valuable lost art, has 
helped not a little the public credulity. Within 
the last few weeks I have been informed that certain of 
these quacks can actually secure the assistance of duly 
qualified practitioners to administer chloroform, 
or other anesthetics for them during what they 
have the audacity to call “their operations!” Ifthis 
be credible, there need be no cause for wonder if 
bone-setting should become a fashionable depreda- 
tion. 

Connected somewhat with the bone-setting em- 
pirics may be mentioned another mechanical frater- 
nity of modern growth which employs itself in iron- 
mongering. The unqualified practitioners of this 





craft pretend to a knowledge of deformities of the 
skeleton, and especially of the spine. They assume 
to treat disease in the most pretentiously systematic 
manner, speak openly of their“ patients,” and of their 
operations, and get large fees for locking up poor 
human beings in iron cages, which would have done 
no disgrace to the Spanish inquisition. They do end- 
less mischief, inflicting it too often on the feeblest 
members of the enfeebled eommunity. 

" PROTECTED QUACKS. 


There is a fifth family of quacks, which, assuming 
the manner and character of general and fully licensed 
practitioners of medicine, is given to practice, with- 
out any license whatever, under different shades of 
protection. These men have caused us a deal of 
trouble. They are sometimes men who have gone 
through a certain part of a regular medical education ; 
they are sometimes men who have had no education 
at all; and again, they are sometimes men who follow 
at the time they are engaged in their quackery some 
other occupation in which they have been trained. 
They fill up their leisure in the quack practice. I 
know of one of these men now who is in an office, at 
regular work there, and who between office hours 
attends patients suffering from croup and other of 
the most solemn diseases. The immunity which these 
different kinds of quacks experience is due to the 
protection they get from traitors in the camp of 
medicine itself. They put up their names as curers 
side by side with the name of some duly qualified 
medical man. The traitor signs the certificate of 
death in cases of death, rushes in in emergencies, 
and, in a word, covers his friend with the protection 
of a license which he has sworn shall never be de- 
graded. It is a pitiable disclosure to have to 
make, but it is as true as it is pitiable. We have 
known instances where the protecting man has been 
residing nine or ten miles away frum the protected. 
A mere sense of greed, rarely of necessity, leads tc 
the course of conduct so subversive of all professional 
morality, truth, and honor. 

THE SUPPRESSION OF QUACKDOM. 

And this fact, I think, at once stands out, that the 
evils to be met are very complicated, and are only to 
be dealt with by the process of treating them one by 
one, and seeing how they can finally be grouped to- 
gether to be brought under practical legislation. I 
use the word “ legislation” with a sigh, It is neces- 
ity, not desire, which enforces the utterance. I know 
it would be far better, and far happier ‘for us who 
practice medicine within its legitimate boundaries, if 
we had no occasion to ask for legal protection, and 
if the people had no occasion to ask for legalized 
practitioners, But, alas! there is so much crime, 
both in the way of omission and commission, 
among the irregulars in medical practice, it were 
itself a further crime to wait for the day when gene: 
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ral enlightenment shall render the rule of law the 
rule of oppression on the one side, and of privilege on 
the other. We must still have some legal protection 
for the afflicted, even from themselves, from their 
weaknesses and vacillations, and for their own inter- 
ests. We must have it specially for those who, being 
young and innocent, are not as yet a law unto them- 
selves, but are under the direction and guidance of 
those who are their masters and directors. 

Taking up those groups which I have included 
under the head of “ The Terrorists,” ‘* The Nostrum 
Mongers,” and “ The Specialists,” we are of opinion 
that these will best be met by a clause in the pro- 
posed new Medical Act, which shall not merely 
prevent them from assuming false medical titles, but 
also from assuming false medical practices. To the 
common mind this will seem to be the only use of 
such an Act; and yet it is the fact that we have 
had, from our practical experience, to urge this 
action upon the Government, and, as it will be seen, 
with good effect. Should our suggestion, simple as 
it is, pass into law, the reform it will effect will be 
most important. It will correct dangerous mal- 
practices in surgery as well as in medicine, and it 
will supersede altogether the old and impracticable 
power of the Apothecaries’ Compatty—a power 


always partial in action, uncertain in its exercise, 
and of little real use or authority. 


It has been suggested more than once that in 
dealing with the class of quacks now before us we 
ought to protest against the patent medicine sys- 
tem, and to urge on the Government its speedy 
abolition. The subject is one we shall have to 
consider, but the fact is that the advertised quack 
remedies that are patented are generally innocent 
trash, when compared with the unpatented pre- 
parations. I rather think that the patent laws might 
be enlarged, to the benefit at once of the public 
health and of the public revenue, by enforcing that 
no medicine should be advertised as a specific, un- 
less it he not only patented, but the secret of it 
disclosed; which is not now done, I also. think 


that great good would come from pressing the rules | 
so-called, and issued a tract in which hestated the 
curative effect of that treatment in cases of con- 


of the Sales of Poisons Act on the sale of many 
poisonous preparations vended as medicines. 

Iu some instances of notorious irregularity, in 
which the pretenders have been at work under the 


able to remove the scandal by an appeal to the 
protector direct; by letting him know that we 
were aware of what was going on, and by suggesting 
that he should withdraw an assistance which was 
so derogatory to himself and to his profession. 
Codes of Ethics founded upon a liberal interpre- 
tation of the “Golden Rule” have helped to a lim- 
ited extent to purify the medical sects in. those local- 





Codes” are onlyapplicable to those who can be 
reached through Society membership ; and even here 
violations are so frequent and dastardly that it be- 
comes a question whether we would not be better off 
under the simple code which governs gentlemen. 

We were recently shown by a patient a box, upon 
which was the follwing inscription: “ Dr. ——’s 
Fever and Ague——. Entered according to Act of 
Congress, ete. Directions,” etc, etc. The physi- 
cian who issues this “patent medicine” is an esti- 
mable man of reputable standing in bis community, 
and has held the highest official position in the gift 
of his local medical society. If he could only see 
how he belittles himself by thue prostituting his 
profession, to say nothing of the direct and unques- 
tioned violation of the Code of Ethics, we think he 
would desist. We are sorry to say that there is more 
of this irregularity of practice in our School than in 
the “ Old,” and that is one reason why the opposite 
School is so inimical to us. 

The ‘ Homeopathic Medical Society of the 
County of Kings, on May 13th, 1879, expelled for 
violation of the code of ethics, S. 8. Guy, M. D. 
He applied to the Brooklyn City Court for a manda- 
mus to compel re-instatement, with the following 
result - 


The People ex rel. Samuel 8, Guy vs. The Homeopa- 
thie Medical Society of the County of Kings.—The 
rules and regulations adopted by this society, an 
ethical code. provided that the physician should not 
resort to public advertisements or private cards or: 
hand-bills, inviting the attention of persons affected 
by particular diseases or promising radical cures; 
and declared it derogatory to the professional charac- 
ter for a physician to hold a patent for any nostrum, 
or to keep secret the nature and composition of any 
me<licine used by him. 

The relator had been a member of the society from 
the time of its organization, and whether he took 
part in framing those rules and regulations or not, 
was bound to faithiully observe them. (32 N. Y. 
R., 187.) He was also bound to take notice of the 
statute of April 7, 1866, section 2, which gave such 
a society authority—an authority that would have 
been implied—to enforce its rules and regulations 
and to discipline or expel members. 

While the relator was such member of the society 
he adopted “TheOx; -Nitrogen compound treatment,” 


sumption, asthma, dyspepsia, liver complaints, nerv- 
ous and other derangements, At the close of the 


p lat ys that, 

protection of a legally.qualitied man, we have been | tract the relator says that he has adopted that 
' tice, even after twenty-uvine years of successful gen- 
‘eral practice, because he is convinced that it offers 
| him amuch larger sphere of usefulness than he has 


treatment “ a» a specialty in addition to general prac- 


filled heretofore.” 

The distribution of that tract was ge to 
by some members of the society, and after such 
objection become known to the relator, he gave out 
that tract—an additional publication. ‘ 

That act having been regarded as a breach of the 
code, the offense was charged in specific form and, 


ities where the forms of law will permit ; but these | on due notice and proof, the relator was expelled, 
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He now applies for a mandamus directing his resto- 
ration. 

The rules and regulations of the society, adopted 
upon mature consideration and adhered to for years, 
should receive a liberal interpretation. The circu- 
lation of the tract in question, however useful “ the 
compound treatment” may have been, was a form 
of appeal to patients which had been expressly pro- 
hibited by the society. It follows that the appli- 
cation must be denied.—J. Nerison, Jupee. 


The National Eclectic Association has expelled 
Dr. M. L. Filkins, of Albany. after “having been 
found guilty of improper advertising.” We are 
glad to see that medical societies are awaking to a 
sense of decency in the enforcement ef medical 
ethics, but there is still great room for improvement 
in this respect, and we hope the vigilance will con- 
tinue. 

There are some phases of disp ry advertising 
which should receive the attention of the Committee 
on Ethics. 

The Code says: “The physician should not resort 
to public advertisements * * * or publicly of. 
fering advice and medicine to the poor, gratis 
rr ras © 

Dispensary hand-bills announcing the names and 
addresses of the attending physicians are in bad 
taste and in violation of the Code, as the object of 
their issue is simply to gain notoriety and practice. 

To many, the term “homeopathic physician” 
savors of quackery, and we cannot see why it should 
be used, unless for the purpose of “ advertising,” 
and then it becomes a “ violation,” which should be 
strenuously objected to. 

The simple term physician stands higher alone 
than when modified by any prefix whatever. The 
time has passed when the establishment of a prin- 
ciple demanded the use of a distinctive name, and 
- one which has necessarily involved us in sectarian- 
ism. The medical world is now ready to accept all 
those theories which can be substantiated by facts 
and experience, and as true scientists let us work 
together, ever holding uppermost that spirit of 
meekness and simplicity which becomes all seekers 
after truth, carefully avoiding those inevitable dif- 
ferences which are supported by individual opinion 
alone—disturbers of the peace, which often savor 
of quackery. 





———_ #00 - ———- 


Ds. J. A. Terry writes us from’ Havana: “ We are 
now in the middle of a severe epidemie of yellow 
fever, and the success of homceopathic medication has 
reached beyond my expectation. Carbo . has 
proved in my hands a good prophylactic, and Hering 
is right, notwithstanding contrary opinions. I never 
begin with Aconile, but with Gelsemin., Veratr. vir., or 
Lachesis. Yellow fever kills by the fatty degeneration 
of liver, kidneys, muscular fibres of heart and vessels; 
hence Phosph.; Arsen., Argent, nitr., Secale, x 
Crotalus, Oantharis, etc., are its principal remedies— 
not forgetting Carbo veg. and Baptisia.” 





CORRESPONDENCE, 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE. 


Messrs, Eprrors: In an editorial in the August 
number of your valuable journal you make some ad- 
verse criticisms on the management of she American 
Institute of Homm@opatby. Since they are liable to 
convey to the reader unfavorable impressions of the 
doings of that organization, and thus do harm where 
good was intended, we ask space in your columns 
to examine the ch preferred and the specifica- 
tions cited. You charge the Institute with irregu- 
larities and errors ot management. You complain 
ot excessive annual dues and delay in issuing Trans- 
actions. You argue that the Institute is not a na- 
tienal representative organization of our school, and 
gravely predict that it will die of inanition unless 
some plan can be devised to awaken a greater in- 
terest in its behalf. All of which, with your per- 
mission, we propose to notice presently. 

We may promise, however, at the outset, that the 
American Institute of Homeopathy is not an arbi- 
trary cempact of compulsory membership for the 
aggrandizement of ite officers, nor to subserve the 
interests of cliques, but a voluntary association of 

rs, each of whom must equally share the glory of 
its success or the ignominy of its failure. Its busi- 
ness sessions are made to conform to strict parlia- 
mentary usage, securing the rights of minorities and 
majorities alike. In fact, the organization and gene- 
ral management of the Institute come, probably, 
quite as near meeting the requirements contemplated 
by its founders as any general policy shadowed forth 
in the article under review, or, indeed, any material 
changes at present likely to be inaugurated. The 
arrangements for scientific discussions and the ex- 
change of professional views on practical subjects, 
with the social reunions which the judgment of those 
who attend the meetings from yea) to year has ap- 
proved, secures a proper consideration to every social, 
ethical and professional factor that enters into and 
contributes to adyance the best interests of the pro- 
fession and the community of which it is a part. 


"We know of no organizations, whether social, politi- 


cal or scientific, that give universal satisfaction. As 
perfection is not attainable, let us be content with 
our best efforts to approach it as nearly as possilje. 
And to this end, so far as medical societies are con- 
cerned, would it not be well for our medical peri- 
odicals to lend their influence? They should, at 
least, have sufficient consideration for the interest of 
their readers to insure a reasonable degree of fair— 
ness in showing up their doings. That the present 
status of homeopathy in this country is largely due 
to the wholesome influences exerted by the Institute 
must be quite apparent to every unprejudiced ob- 
server. 

With regard to the Transactions of 1878, we have 
only to say that they were ready for distribution at 
the time of the meeting at Lake George, last June, 
and members who are square with the treasurer ahd 
have not received them, must look to the General 
Secretary for redress, and not to the Institute. In 
consideration of former valuable and wholly gratui- 
tous services, and the additienal labor imposed on 
him in the publication of the Transactions of 1876, 
the General Secretary was unanimously voted a sal- 
ary of $1,000 per annum, and it is but simple 
justice that the General Secretary, whoever he may 
be, should receive a salary in some measure com- 
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mensurate to the work performed. In this we have 
examples in other similar organizations. The Amer- | 
ican Medical Association, for instance, elects its per- | 
manent secretary for life and pays him an annual | 
salary of $1,000. Its Transactions in volume are | 
about equal to those of the Institute. The Amer. | 
ican Medical Association is recognized by the al- 
lopathic profession of the United States as a na- | 
tional organization, “as the great promoter of | 
progress in medical science, and court of last 
resort in controverted points in ethics.” It has a/| 
membership of only one in eleven of the old school | 
physicians in the nation, and yet is admitted as 
truly representative of that sect in medicine in this 
country. Why should not the American Institute | 
of Homeopathy, with a membership of one in Jive. | 
according to your own showing, be considered a 
representative organization of our school? Again, | 
Jifty years of age does not of itself constitute senior 
membership, To become such requires twenty-five 
consecutive years of maintained membership. And 
are not those who have borne the burden of car- 
rying on the Institute for twenty-five consecutive 
years entitled to exoneration of dues? To admit 
young physicians to membership without the pay- 
ment of dues, would be like pensioning soldiers 
when putting on their armor instead of waiting 
until they honorably lay it off, or like awarding a 
premium for a task unperformed. The advance of 
annual dues was necessary to defray the expenses | 
of the World's Homeopathic Convention, held un- 
der the auspices of the Institute, and to publish 
its Transactions. It was an extraordinary occasion 
that made the increase necessary for a limited time. 
That emergency no longer exists, and the dues 
have accordingly been reduced from seven to fire’ 
dollars; and the salary of the General Secretary 
from $1,000 to $500 per annum. 

With regard to the Transactions of 1876, we have 
authority for the statement that a combination of 
circumstances, regretted by no one more than the! 
Secretary himself, have delayed their publication 
much beyond the time anticipated. We are informed 
that they are now passing through the press. 

Perhaps no member of the Institute is better quali- | 
fied to fill the executive chair than the President 
elect; but, as President of the Institute, he is not 
an autocrat; his duties are defined, his powers lim- 
ited. Hecan take no “measures to remedy these 
evils” further than his recommendations may influ- 
ence the Institute. He has no more power as Presi- | 
dent of the Institute to remedy or prevent the short- | 
comings of the officers than a newly elected junior, | 
who pays, or even a senior member who does nos 


Pay DveEs. 


[Where there is so much smoke there must be 
fire, and our position has enabled us to know 
where some of it is. Our correspondence for the past 
two years has shown most serious dissatisfaction on 
the part of many members of the Institute, and for 
causes that should not be allowed to exist. We are 
glad that our strictures have brought a reply from 
one who is in a position to realize their importance, 
and we sincerely hope that he will attempt to har- 
monize these elements by correcting abuses rather 
than occupying his time in attempting justification. 
We still maintain the main points of our article, 


which are sufficiently correct for the purpose in- 
tended, and we beg to assure the officers that if they 
mean to conduct the Institute successfully, some new 
policy must be adopted, and we are not sure that 
the American Medical Association will furnish a 
proper one for the Institute to follow.—Eps.} 





WHO ARE “LEADERS TO BLINDNESS.” 
BY J. C, GUERNSEY, M. D., PHILADELPHIA. 


The answer of Dr. Winslow to my “Reply to 
Leaders to Blindness,” requires but few words from 
me, after which I shall make my bow, and bid fare- 
well to the subject, leaving to him, if he desires it, 
that glorious privilege of “ the last word.” 

Ignoring as unworthy of notice all his ill-natured 
remarks, I must in the first place assure Dr. Wins- 
low that my article was not “concocted by any 
clique ” (“ impudent” I will dispose of later) what- 
ever. J alone originated and wrote the “ Reply,” as 
I now alone write this, to the end that I might meet 
and destroy the effect of his bai teaching, and as 
I have learned from many quarters, my endeavor was 
very successful. I reported the “resolutions” as 
found in the transactions of the State Medical 
Society of Pennsylvania. Of his connection with 
the first resolution I must say nothing more, as he 
assures us his “amendment” thereto, “ contained 
nothing sectarian,” and, better still, expresses con- 


'trition for his share in the business by saying the 


“resolution abusive of homeopathy, I am happy to 
state, was tabled.” But, oh, discrepancy ! the seeond 
resolution, offered entirely by himself, did contain 
something “ sectarian.” 

I was, moreover, incited to write my reply by 
the unwarrantable insolence of young Dr. Winslow, 
young in homeopathy, in presuming to teach his 
superiors and seniors how to practice. This is where 
the impudent part comesin! It was “ impudent” 


‘for him, a homeopathic fledgling, to dare to dictate 


as he has done since becoming editor, to the men 
who have founded homeopathy, what course they 
shall pursue in their practice, He says he com- 


'menced the study of homeopathy when I was 


“wearing pinafores "——alas! to think that Editor 


| Winslow should joke on so threadbare a subject as 


“ pinafore,” and indeed, Dr. W., it is nothing but a 


' “joke,” for in reality there is no such disparity 


between our ages as you insinuate—and that he 
“was warped “Tato the old school by the powerful 
arguments against, and the justifiable ridicule of the 
absurdities which he (I) considers pure homwopathy, 
before I (he) was grounded in rational homeopathy, 
etc.” Oh! my dear Dr. Winslow! Is not this a 
humiliating confession? Do not your cheeks burn 
with shame at such an utterance? Would it not 
have been better had you been like Virgil’s hero 
when voz faucibus hasit? Why did you not in those 
early days AUDE SAPERE? Why did you not obey 
the dictum omnia quod bonum est tenete ? 
Would not this have been the nobler and better 
course? Were Galileo, Harvey or Newton turned 
from their investigations and beliefs by the “‘ power- 





| 
| 


'ful arguments against, and (apparently) justifiable 


| ridicule of” their views? You say you “ commenced 
the study of homeopathy,” and from this I — 
we may infer you had some faith therein. hy 
did you not investigate the subject, and prove your 
faith instead of being argued and laughed out of 
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it? And now that you are greunded in “ rational 
homeopathy,” pray rehearse for us your credo! 
Make known unto us what are the laws and prin- 
ciples that govern in the administration, and guide 
in the application, of “rational” homeopathy ! 
Now, as I am your senior by several years in the 
practice of homeopathy, I am going to give you 
some sound and wholesome advice. It is that you 
a x — pnd Pe is stil time 
‘or you to do this. Your individual experience will | .; ‘ gh otcaebes 6 
make a better and stronger man of a than to | jisve peered ig wn - ly because they seem never to 
: undamental elements of English 
accept or decline on hearsay or ridicule. Are such education. And when that is not tfe case, we find 
men as C. Hering, Ad. Lippe, P. P. Welle, H. N. | ideas so obscured by the careless construction of sen- 
Guernsey, R. R. Gregg, Edward Bayard, C. Raue, | tences as to be almost, if not quite, unintelligible 
and all the host of men who practice medicine as| As a case in point to illustrate my meaning, I will 
they do, fools? No, sir! It is the work of just | give the following example verbatim ¢t literatim, as it 
such men, practicing homeopathy pure and simple, appeared in one of our journals some time ago. The 
that has made homeopathy what it is; that has article was headed “ Interesting Malformation,” and 
established it indestructibly in the hearts and lives | was rendered as follows: Thee, . very interesting malfor- 
of the masses; that has given it the fair name by | mation is to be seen in this vicinity, resulting from the 





Baurrore, Mp., July 22d, 1879. 

Messrs. Eprrons: In the Times for July, 1879, on 
page 85, is an editorial entitled ‘‘ Medical Literature.” 

he article contains good, sound common sense, and 
eprenee the sentiments of all earnest workers and 
thinkers. ‘‘ What we want és ripe fruit, carefully nur- 
tured and garnered, with the least possible imperfec- 
tion.” Our journals contain considerable chaff as well 
as good grain. Men are continually running into print 
who have not the ability to give an intelligible expres 





which you yourself are even now earning your daily | breaking of a tooth (right incisor) in the mother. The 
bread under the protection of its banner. Imitate | 
these leaders, for they lead not to blindness, Strive 

to do as they have done! Lay aside your prejudices, 

and for the next two years practice strictly according | 
to the principles ‘of pure homeopathy, not being | 
afraid, when sure of your remedy, to “trust to the 

tender mercies of the C. M. potency,” and don’t | 
be influenced by, or quote as an excuse, that exploded | 
fear, “ afraid to trust a case to a high potency.” If | 


any argument in this world is played out, that one is. 
It has been disproved thousands and thousands of | 
times, For, look you! 

Why is it that, in the most desperate cases, when 


other means have been tried in vain, the Similimum 


remedy, given in the highest potency, affords prompt 
and permanent relief? | 

And, again, why is it that the gravest cases of 
measles, scarlet fever, cholera, diphtheria, small-pox, 
etc., when treated by homeopathy pure and simple 
—aye, and with the high potencies—are beautifully | 
cured without the dreaded sequele of otorrhca, 
dropsy, or any other affection ? 4 

I am not dictating to any one what potencies must 
or must not be used; I only claim that rae niGH | 
POTENCIES Do acT, and that we have infrangible | 
proof of their action. You yourself can prove this 
ex tia sententia. Do this faithfully and honestly, 
and give us your report. Then we will listen with 
respect as to what you consider, from your own ex 
perience, the best way to practice homceopathy. 

And, in the meantime, a reform in your editorship 
will not come amiss, The suppression of papers | 
illustrating and defending the practice of pure | 
homeeopathy—and you know you have refused to) 
publish ao rae in several instances—do your 
journal no good. The spirit of such intolerance is 
widely at variance with the freedom of thought and | 
action in this enlightened age, and a successful 
editor must be renowned for his strict impartiality. | 
Vale! ‘ 
Post-Partum Ha&morreAce.—Compression of the | 
aorta is recommended in severe cases. The point ot | 
pressure is a little above the umbilicus, using the ends 
of the three fingers in an oblique line to the left, so as | 
4o avoid the vena cara. 


_ N. Y. Opstsaatmic Hosprrau.—Report for the 
month ending July 31, 1879: Number of tiptions, 
3,122; new patients, 240; patients resi t, 36; ave- 
rage daily atiendance, 120; largest daily attendance, 
175. J. H. Borrom, M. D., Resident Surgeon. 


whole course of the nerve from the surface back to 
junction with optic nerve is wanting. The roof of 
mouth on right side from lip which is divided, the 
opening in the jaw corresponding, to the divided lip, 
palate, right tonsil, etc. 

“The right eye seems to share in the trouble, as it is 
at times dull and expressionless. This may or may 
not be interesting to brother practitioners. ‘It is cer- 
tainly interesting to me, though not under my care.” 

Now, what information are we to gain from such a 
conglomerate mass of jargon as this? The more it is 
read, the more completely do we become involved in a 
labyrinth without a clue to an exit. But the worst 
part of the composition is the display of such gross 
anatomical ignorance. Any tyro in medicine could 
teli us the optic’nerve has no branch, The whole ar- 
ticle is only equaled by one of Mark Twain's produc- 
tions, It is very similar to ‘‘ Mr. Bloke’s Item,” in M. 
T.’s ‘‘Sketches.” This article forcibly illustrates the 
result of hastily and carelessly writing for publication. 
It is hardly ou gf me that any sane man would 
thoughtfully and deliberately become the author of 
such a composition. Such work is only the result of 
carelessness or neglected education. E. N. E. 


[The following communication indicates the feeling 
toward us of the better and a growing class of our col- 
leagues of the dominant school, and evinces a cordial- 
ity which should be encouraged upon the part of both.] 


NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH AND HO 
MCOPATHY. : 
To tHe Epiror or Tue Mepicat Recorp. 


Srr:—In answer to “ X,” in your edition of April 26th, 
allow me to say, Dr. Verdi is the same homaopath 
whose a pointment some years ago, as a member of 
the Washington Board of Health, caused such an ex- 
citement in the local Medical Society. “X” seems to 
be offended that the President should have appointed 
this Dr. Verdi a member of the National Board of 
Health, and insinuates disciplining the other members 
of the Board should they sit with him, and that the 
American Medical Association should, at its approach- 
ing session, take notice of it, which means, of course, 
that the Association should show its displeasure in 
some active manner. Let us look at this matter square 
in the face, without prejudice, for this is not the age of 
bigotry. 
his Board of Health is a National Roard of Health, 
as its name implies,—not an Allopathic, Eclectic, Hy- 
thic, Thomsonian, nor Homeceopathic Board of 
Health. The act of Congress constituting this Board 





2 THE HOMCOPATHIC TIMES. 








bg me ‘te every member would come determined, in the spirit 
and, in fact, one of its members, Samuel F. lips, | of true science, to contribute something to the general 
Faq, is not a physician. Neither does it mploy the | fund, the meetings might be not only exceedingly in- 
m 

1 





ical practice that each member shall em How | teresting but of great value to the profession. This 

does brother “ XX” know but what Mr. ps is a| could easily be done, inasmuch as the titles of the pa- 
homeeopath ? This Board was not organized to carry | pers are erally published and distributed to the 
out any one idea of medical practice, but as a Sanitary | members in advance, so that each one has ample time 
Board, and the appointment of members was made | to condense and emols ening his thoughts. One 
from among those known as sanitarians, and those | of the most interesting discussions we ever listened to 
well fitted for the positions. Dr Verdi is a well-known | was in the Sanitarium of our old friend, Dr, Foster, of 
sanitarian, whatever therapeutic law in the adminis-| Clifton Springs. The chapel was filled with the in- 
tration of medicine he may have adopted. mates of the institution. The subject was given out 

The spirit wich is being manifested in some sections | at each meeting for the next, and speakers were lim- 
of the country against homeopaths is not the spirit of | ited to ten minutes. For two hours there was the most 
the age, and I am glad to say, for the credit of the | brilliant and intellectual discussion of the great subject 
medical profession, that that spirit is gradually hiding | in hand which could be imagined. There was no hes- 
its head. We cannot help acknowledging that rery | itation in the choice of words, but each one seemed so 
many of the homeopathic physicians are educated | filled with the subject, which by the rule he was com- 
men, having been educated in both schools, graduat-| pelled to condense into a limited space, that every 
ing side by side with us, some of them taking prizes at | word told with a directness and clearness which | 
our colleges; and yet, because they may choose to ad-| nothing to be desired. Each had some idea to present, 
minister their remedies according to the law “ Similia” | cither suggested by the discussion or elaborated by 
instead of the law “ Contraria,” we immediately ostra-| previous thought, and, as all were gentlemen, the dis- 
cise them from all social and professional privileges, as | cussion never became bitterly personal. 
far as lies in our power. Their practice is no more; The Transactions would be much more complete if 
‘*based upon an exclusive dogma” than ours; their | the number of the articles, instead of running through 
educated men do not reject “the accumulated experi-| a series of years, should commence and end with each 
ence of the profession” any more than we do, in fact,| year; and also the paging should commence and end 
they search further than we do; their “anatomy, phys-| with ‘the volume, instead of with each bureau, as is 
iology, pathology, and organic chemistry ” are the same | now the case. 
as ours; they use the same palliatives that we do; the 
only point upon which we differ is in the administra-| PaoroGRAPHic ILLUSTRATIONS oF SKIN DisEAsEs. By 
tion of remedies. If the truth was known, many of George Henry Fox, A.M., M.D. Complete in 
our own school carry their small pocket-case of tinc- | twelve parts. Forty-eight colored plates taken 
tures, and administer their remedies according to the | from life. New York: E. B. Treat, 805 Broadway. 


0) ic law, but are not honest enough to ac- | . 
a it mug “| The reason why most of our medical colleges are 
‘ located in large cities is to secure to the students the 





I have much more respect for the man who practices . - § 
openly what he thinks best, without tear of the Amer- pee we of — seme z he dry detail of the 
ican Medical Association, or any other Associations, city ” teagan 4 dae one eh eadad a 

“tage ti , . " no word-puil ; t 1e mine 
than for him who practices one thing and preaches the the peculiarities of di sith the dlstinetnes eivich 


other. The medical profession is a liberal and charita- , > - 
be profession, andthe physician who stands upon any | Pureyed to the eudent when he i permitted to see 
pnt pen —— vitae 1 Seeks) lee familiarity of the various forms of disease, especially 
Pho ye to see the day when the bitterness now exist- skin diseases, to sight, comes their delineation by pic- 
in (the aame as existed between religious sects fifty tures taken trom photograph negatives in which the 
+ he ago) will be wiped out; when the physicians of sharpness of detail and brilliancy of the best photo 
both schools will meet together, and consult together, oe ny Mo el sebiddaens Bi and colored by a competent 
a tn ay | dig eapemdh mye paneer araeols In the preparation of this work Dr. Fox, whose rep- 
Ricumoxp. V'a.. June 1. 1879 . | utation as a dermatologist is second to none ip this 

. ew ‘ . | country. bas had the edvantage not only of his own 

i ——— oe a oe large clinique of skin and venereal diseases in the New 





York Dispensary, amounting to five thousand cases a 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL. year, from which to make his illustrations, but has 
- been permitted to select trom the several thousand 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE THIRTY-FIRST Session or | 268Htives of the Bellevue Hospital photographic de- 
THE AMERICAN INeTITUTK oF Howcorartny, | P®timent those negatives which best suited his pur- 
held at Put-in-Bay, June, 1878. ’ | pose. The coloring of the photographs has been ad- 

" . mirably done by one of the most skillful anatomical 


In turning over the pages of this well-printed vol- | ttists in the country, J. Gaertner, M.D., tormerly a 
ume, which reaches us more than a year after the meet- | physician and student under Hebra, in the General 
ing at which the papers were presented to the Society, vspital in Vienna. The text is clear and concise, and 
we are struck with the marked ability and real scien-| the work, which will be completed in one year, will 
tific value of many of the papers. The majority of | form, judging from the numbers now before us, one of 
them are thoughtful and practical contributions to | the most valuable contributions to ihe department of 
medical literature, while a small minority are very far | Which it treats which has yet been issued (rom the 
from being up to the am, whe dang = ons of course | medical press. 
bring out much practical know , but the most of ’ i 
eon are exceedingly crude in thought and common- wr oe By Th een be ME Disk asEs o¥ 

lace in expression, showing a lack of mental training Globe Pri y an P a. Fi . D., Liverpool. 
in analyzing great subjects which is lamentable in a ” 4 rinting House, Phila. Fitth Am. Edition, 
learned profession. Papers before an association of | ’ 
this kind should be s tive, the outlines of subjects| This remarkable little brochure, which has already 
to be enriched and filled in by the practical experience | reached its fifth edition, like most other books, is open 
and the critical scientific knowl of the listeners, | to adverse criticism, but we see much more to approve 





THE HOMCEZOPATHIC TIMES. 


a 


We think that if the book is to be | the representative of our influence. During that time 
distributed with laymen, some portions should be | it has repeatedly defeated the machinations of those 
omitted, viz: the strictly medical The cat case| who would create sectarian boards to rule over us. In 
is too improbable fur medical | more than one instance it h»s assisted in relegating to 








than otherwise. 


literature, as in our ! 
experience these animals will not mourn over “ five private life those who would abuse official position by 
days and nights” without any medicine at all! As partisan discrimination. — 
we think the author's position has been misunderstood | “It has again and again wrested from the hand of 
in some particulars. We transcribe from its pages bis | power an capt gear of our rights and a par- 
own statements, as follows : it in the public funds. In a word, it has gath- 
“The Question of Dose and Potency.—It any one be | honors and advantages for the school, in which al! 
disposed to think that I am tied te high percnites, be | have partici , and which have been the pride of 
is vastly mistaken. The system ahnemann, | Homeeopathists th out the land. 
which has many and various interpreters, admits of! “Is it meet that this organization should now be 
no such division as thatof low and high potency men. sacrificed in the house of its friends, or be left to Jan- 
It is a mere trick of the arch-enemy of mankind and of guish by those who cannot subordinat: personal views 
all truth to break up our ranks by destroying our | to the general good? All agree that mistakes—grave, 
unity. I believe in and use in my practice every po- | unfortunate mistakes—have been committed. But are 
tency, from the first upward. * * * * It strikes these to be taken as precedents for blunders stil] more 
me that the chief cause of all our differences, on the , disastrous? Time never was when we n-eded a strong, 
question of the potency of the remedy, is our mode of compact and vigorous organization more than now, 
selecting the medicine.” | The leaven of liberality 1s working in the Old School, 
The text is in the well-known scholarly elegance of | Our brilliant clinical record, the superior social status 
its author, and should be read to be appreciated by | and intelligence of our patrons, and ‘the determined 
even those who cannot agree to all it contains. |front presented by our County, State and National 
eties have awakened thought and commanded 
Curicat THerarevtics.. By Temple 8. Hoyne, A.M., respect. The membership of that school is, to a very 
M.D., etc, Vol. IL, Part VIL, containing conclu- | large extent, reaching out after our means and methods. 
sio . of Graph., Mosch., Opium, Petrol., Thuja, Zine,| At this critical juncture, sh»!l personal opinions and 
Ba Carb., Canth., Cupr., Ferr., Hyos., and part | individual antagonisms be permitted to disintegrate our 
of , pp. 272. Price $1.00. Chicago. | Society? It would seem nonecessary to argue the 


‘ inanity of such a course. The Society must and will, 
it ee payed aS een ee pos pte | at all hazards. be sustained. pomey principle of self- 
seetesia madicn is. le not only based upon | respect and of self-interest demands it, and, in the work, 
drug-provings upon the healthy, but its symptoms are | all who love the cause more than sel! wil! unite. 
all supposed to be either characteristic or sesh as have} 4 Sees, ae who, eightwen _ — 
been frequently verified by that crucial test, clinical umes = ‘oe oe  eanaibe the Society, 
experiment. It is a hand-book par excellence, and with | will remember the sacrifices made, the obloquy endured, 
some students must fsupersede all similar works, | 2° insults borne, and, forgetting all thit may have 
We cordially commend it as one of our best, and, of | — ope gre a oe . eerie 4 — 
course, should be in the bands of every practitioner, | [008 then formed, the promises then made, and the 

| love for the work then inaugurated. In this way the 

Exvecrricity; Its NATURE AND Forms. By C. W..| Society can be re-invigorated and its influence increased 
Boyce, M. D., Auburn, N. Y- Pp. 16. to a point never reached in its history. Will not such 

A very concise and ciear exposition of the subject, 4 result bless both humanity and ourselves? Let this 


d will prove of great service to such as are just com- | be ea personal question with all to whom these 
perk aeay: j | presents shall come ; und, before a final anawer, it will 


be well to remember that the charge. openly made in 
History or tae Discovery or ANA&sTHESIA. By J. 


correspondence with its officers, that ‘ the Society is 
Marion Sims, M.D., M.A., L L.D., Ete. controlled by men who are doing all in their power to 
disgrace upon Home »p iby,’ is not only unkind 
but is unqualifiedly untrue. Tlie State Society is con- 
trolled by the majority of permanent and delegate 
members in attendance upon its meetings. The charac- 
ter of that eo | rests wholly in the membership of 
the Society. ere is no such thing as one man power 
within its pale. If there has, inthe past, been any just 
coe for complaint as to the legislation of and the 
irection given w the Society. are not those who have 
remained away more than equally responsible with 
those who have attended iis mvetings and tried to dis- 
ch their whole duty ? 

“ But whoever may or may not join the work of 
strengthening the State Society, the future will demon- 
strate that it has already entered upon a new era of 
prosperity and usefulness. 

“Tt is the earnest desire of its officers that every 
Homeeopathist in the State shall contribute to the pro- 
motion of this result; that all heart-burniogs may 
cease ; that all differences of opinion, upon minor issues, 
may be set aside and that hereafter all muy work 
earnestly together, agreeing to subordinate personal 
views ty an acknowledgment of the only therapeutic 
law—-‘ similia similibus curantur.’” 


cated facts, dutes, etc. 


Minutes oF Tae MEpIcAL SocrETY oF THE COUNTY 
or New York, 1806-1878. A. E. M. Purdy, M.D., 
Editor. issued monthly. PartIV. July. 


REPORTS OF SOCIETIES, ETC. 


STATE SOCIETY. 

The semi-annual meeting of the State Society will 
be held in the Common Council Chamber, Rochester, 
on September 9th and 10th. 

The Monroe County Society will do the honors in an 
excursion, etc., on Lake Ontario. 

Tickets for the round trip may be had either by 
Erie or New York Central for $9.25. 

A great variety of interesting papers have been pro- | 
mised, and we quote the following from President | 
Couch’s address to the profession: 

“All owe something to the State Society. It is our bul- 


wark, both for resistance and aggression. For eighteen 
years it has stood the conservator of our interests and 





| 
An exhaustive treatise on the subjett, with authenti- | bri 





Dr. Epwis M. Banos, late of the House Staff 
—. Hospital, W.1., has located at Red 
Wing, Minn. 


H 
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OHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of the County Society of Chau- 
tauqua and Cattaraugus, N. Y., was held at Randolph, 
June 10, 1879, Cornelius Ormes, M. D., of Jamestown, 
President, in the chair, and A. B. Rice, M. D., of Pan- 
ama, Secretary. 

There were present Drs. Couch, Seymour, Curtis, 
Lincoln, Hibbard, Alling, Ward, Whipple, Martin, and 
Babcock. 

Dr. Morley, of Pontiac, Mich., being present, was, 
by a vote of the Society, invited to participate in the 
proceedings of the session. 

The Secretary read a communication from the Secre- 
tary of the State Society, stating that this Society is 
entitled to two additional delegates, also that perma- 
nent members of the State Society should be nomin- 
ated. 

A communication from Dr. Larned was also read, 
and permission asked to publish the communication 
in our Journals. 

President Ormes read his annual address, which con- 
sisted mainly of an instructive report upon the subject 
of “ Ovarian diseases, their causes and complications ;” 
citing cases from’ practice, with the medical and surgi- 
cal treatment pursued, and results. This was an able 
paper, and elicited an animated discussion and a yote 
of thanks. 

An interesting paper was read by Dr A 8. Couch, 
President of the State Society, entitled “a brief consi- 
deration of questions relating. to homeopathic attenu- 
ations.” It was based chiefly upon what are known 
as the atomic theory and the He of multiple propor- 
tions. There were no extreme views expressed, but 


WARDS ISLAND HOSPITAL. 


The Wards Island Homeopathic Hospital, under 
the administration of Dr. E. Coek Webb, ‘has never 
been in a more prosperous condition since the building 
was opened. 

During the winter the interior of the building was 
repaired and painted, and many details of domestic 
improvement accomplished. The grounds surround. 
ing the hospita! were laid out this spring in a very 
tasteful manner, so as to add to the beauties of the 
already pleasant location. 

On April 18th the term of service of the house staff, 
with two exceptions, having expired, the prescnt 
incumbents came on duty. The house stuff is now 
divided into three grades, house physicians and sur- 
geons, senjor assistants and junior assistants. Six 
months being, required for each rank, the term of ser- 
vice is thus increased to eighteen months, as required 
by the department regulations. The new arrangement 
seems to work with advantage, as it enables the hospi- 
tal service to be done ina more thorough and _ satisfac- 
tory manner, and allows of more careful keeping of 
the clinical records. 

Among the several other changes might be men- 
tioned the appearance when on duty of the chief and 
his staff in uniform. This was a self-imposed regula- 





tion, and one which seems to have met with approba- 

| tien from the friends of the hozpital. 

The wards for this season of the year are unusually 
| full, and contain many cases of interest ; there has been 
on the average, under the new regimé, a better class of 
patients. Of course there are the usual complement of 
| chronic and incurables, which the hospital must take 


the greatest liberality advised in judging of the writ- in common witk its associates in the department, but 
ings and practice of all who adhere to the law limited, | unfortunately, unlike them, it has no place to transfer 
The discussion that followed was animated, and | cases of this description, and thus naturally effect for 
brought out the whole range of views as held by the the better the yearly statistics. 
various members of our school, but was characterised | The hundred and fifty insane, the overflow from the 
throughout by the broadest charity. If the same de- | female asylum on Blackwells Island, are still “ quar- 
termination to preserve harmony would prevail at all | tered” on the institution, occupying ene of the beat 
such discussions, much good might result, and a host | portions of the building, which, although well adapted 
of evils be avoided. for hospital purposes, is not suitable for the care of the 
Dr. Ward read an interesting and instructive paper insane. The efforts made to have this incubus removed 


on Diphtheria, which was well received, 

Dr, Whipple reported a case of traumatic affection 
of the spine. 

Dr. Rice presented a carefully prepared paper con- 
cerning “The Obstetrical Forceps.” A request was 
made that the paper be. published in the Homaopa- 
rHic TIMES. 

The last of the original papers was read by Dr. 
Alling (Chairman of the Bureau of Microscopy of the 
American Institute), Subject: “ Fungi; and the infec- 
tious diseases exemplified with the microscope, and 
specimens,” The author claimed that the causes of 
infectious diseases are intimately connected with these 
microscopic forms, but was somewhat non-committal 
as to their exact relation. The impression was given 
that he is a believer in the “mycetic theory,” as held 
by Drysdale, Richardson, and others, 

_ The election of officers resulted as follows : 

For President, C. Ormes, M. D., of Jamestown. 

For Vice-President, A. F. Ward, M. D., “ 

For Secretary and Treasurer, [(C. P. Alling, M. D., 
Bradford, Pa. 

(M. J. Lineoln, M. D., Olean. 

, p| A B. Rice, M. D., Panama. 

oar OF} OC Curtis, M D., Dunkirk. 

Censors, | & 1D. Ormes, M. D , Jamestown. 

ve A. Whipple, M. D., Cuba. 


The semi-annual meeting was appointed to be held | 


at Fredonia, N. Y., on the second Tuesday of Janu- 


ary, 1880. 
Drs. Alling, Larned, Rice and Lincoln were elected 


delegates to the State Society. Dr. A. B. Rice was 
nominated for permanent member. 


have so far been unsuccessful, but it is hoped that jus 
tice will soon be done the hospital. 

The winter clinics were opened by Dr. Egbert Guern- 
sey, on nervous diseases ; these interesting clinics were 
followed by others from several gentlemen of the visit- 
ing staff. Dr. Helmuth performed a number of opera- 
tions before the classes, reports of which have already 
|appeared in the Timks. Since the clinica of last 
winter there have been several operations by the visit- 
ing surgeons, among which were amputation of 
forearm for syphilitic necrosis, stretching of the sciatic 
nerve, Heys operation, etc. Dr. Helmuth also re- 
moved an ovarian tumor weighing 40 lbs., and per— 
formed nerve stretching in a case of sciatica with reflex 
| tetaniform convulsions, There are now in the wrrds 
| a number of otber cases waiting surgical procedures. 

E.G. R 








A CORRESPONDENT whose dues are vot in arrears 
wants to know why he does not receive volume 
“Trans. American Institute,” for 1878 ? 

The following announcement was made December 
25, 1878: “ The Proceedings of the World’s Homeo- 
pathic Convention (1876), now going through the 

ress, will be re | as early in the new year as possi- 

le (probably by March 1, 1879), and will be sent by 
/express (charges not paid) to those entitled to receive 
the volumes.” Six months more liave rolled away, and 
still the old story—“ going through the press ”!! There 
can be no satisfactory excuse for such delay. Will 
somebody make it their duty to issue to the members 
printed copies of the business part of the proceedings 
of the last meeting ? . 





